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UU GLOBAL AIDS COALITION NEWSLETTER

7TH EDITION, MARCH 2006

WHAT IS THE UU GLOBAL AIDS COALITION?

We were founded in response to the powerful address given by Stephen Lewis, UN Special Envoy for AIDS in Africa, at General Assembly in 2002. He faulted those of us in the West for sitting by while the devastation of the AIDS pandemic is causing millions of deaths every year, especially in Sub-Saharan Africa. What later became the UU Global AIDS Coalition was originally founded as a Social Justice Action Group at First Unitarian in Portland, with three major goals: education, political advocacy and direct service.  Our first major achievement was to initiate and pass an Action of Immediate Witness at GA in 2003 which commits UU's to speak out as a voice for liberal religion and congregations to become engaged to addressing global AIDS issues. Largely as a result, the UUA Advocacy Office now has an intern working half time on global AIDS issues.

We now have a national board of eight members from all parts of the US. We have a "Youth Arm" which works to engage the energy of UU Youth, and we have a newsletter which comes out three times a year and reaches around 100 UU congregations directly and more through other distribution channels. We know of at least ten other UU congregations who are actively involved in programs to bring direct aid to those impacted by the pandemic. We are also proud that UUA President Bill Sinkford spoke out on World AIDS Day 2005 on global AIDS issues, and that we were prominently highlighted on the UUA web page at the same time. 

UUGAC leaders already have visibility in several cities in the US: in Portland through the Portland Area Global AIDS Coalition, which is composed of nearly fifty action groups and is co-chaired by the chair of UUGAC; in Carbondale Illinois where UU's have taken a lead in several community programs; and in Newton, MA where UU congregations have formed a coalition of community groups to work mainly in Zambia. This is a powerful additional way for us to be seen as a force in the community on social and economic justice issues.

UUA PRESIDENT BILL SINKFORD WORLD AIDS DAY STATEMENT

"Confronting this health crisis often times seems overwhelming, but observing World AIDS Day can revitalize our work and renew our hope. This year's theme, "Stop AIDS: Keep the Promise," encourages governments and international institutions to meet their commitments in the global fight against AIDS. And it is a day to acknowledge the unfortunate fact that the United States has not kept faith with its responsibilities as a leader in the global community. Keeping the Promise requires us as individuals - and as a community of faith- to take responsibility to be part of the solution.
In the face of the grim statistics about infection rates, particularly in Africa, it is easy to distance ourselves emotionally from the human reality of suffering, but our commitment to gender and racial justice and to the inherent worth of every person calls us to confront what we know to be true: that people are suffering, that the circumstances are dire, and that our action can make a difference."

This is an abbreviated version of the statement made by Rev Bill Sinkford on World AIDS Day, December 1, 2005. The full text can be found on the UUA web site at www.uua.org/uuawo/new/article.php?id=536

UU'S MAKING A DIFFERENCE

THE STORY OF THE IMANI PROJECT

By Marlene Anderson, member, First Unitarian, Portland, OR
The story of the Imani Project began five years ago when I took a three week safari to Kenya and Tanzania.    We often stopped to talk with people in the villages of Kenya, or to study Kenyan culture and history. 

It was an amazing, soulful journey. Africa is a hauntingly beautiful continent,  but what I remembered most were the eyes and faces of the people.  One could see such strife and suffering, and at the same time love and kindness, and unbridled joy in the smallest things and in the preciousness of life itself.

 I met and really connected with a little boy named Baya on the beach near the Indian Ocean in the village of Sabaki, Kenya.  Soon after my return home to Portland, I was emailing an Elder in the Giriami tribe,  finding out information about Baya's family, his school.  I visited Kenya again the next year, spending time with Baya's family and at his school, Majenjeni Primary.

I became increasingly aware of the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and the frightening statistics concerning the rapid spread of the virus in the villages.  Villagers have NO access to medical care, and are unable even to afford a Matatu (bus) ticket to get into the nearest city to get a FREE HIV/AIDS test.
The  last three summers I have gone to Kenya for three weeks in July.   Working with a dedicated group of volunteers from the villages, we have formed  the Imani Project (Imani means faith in Kiswahili), a Community Based Organization registered with the Kenyan Ministry of Social Services, and the American Imani Project, a 50l C3.   The Board is made up of villagers (men and women) from several small rural villages on the coast of the Indian Ocean. The goal of the Imani project is to teach Kenyan villagers to become teachers, advocates, and caregivers for villagers living and dying with AIDS,  and caretakers for children who have been orphaned by AIDS. 

The three major Imani Project programs are:

**HIV/AIDS awareness, education and awareness in schools, villages and trade centres.

**Development of a Community Based Program of Compassionate Care for those villagers dying of AIDS.

**A subsidized placement program for children orphaned by HIV/AIDS in their communities (so they can be with friends and relatives, attend the community school)

This year, the Imani Project has raised over $l0,000, and will receive $5,000 from US Aid in Kenya in April. 

In January 2006, twenty Care Kits for people living with AIDS in the villages were given to the Imani Project. The Care Kits were assembled by the women of W.O.W. (Women of Wisdom) House, an organization of HIV+ women in Portland Oregon. 

This summer, I will again return to Kenya to continue the work of the Imani Project. For inquiries about volunteer opportunities, please contact us at www.imaniproject.org.
The  Imani Project is based on the concepts of connection and community.  There have been many struggles, heartaches and miscommunications along the way, but we are making a difference in the lives of many Kenyan villagers and their continuing struggle with HIV/AIDS. 

COMMUNITIES WITHOUT BORDERS

By Peter Smith, First Unitarian Society of Newton, MA
Communities without Borders is an all-volunteer organization responding to the World AIDS crisis.  We seek to facilitate linkages between communities at home with those in Zambia in order  to generate mutual understanding and support. Specifically we are supporting the education of AIDS orphans . We learn about the challenges faced by communities with few resources and we are making a real difference. It is cooperative micro-development.

In August 2005 18 people from our US partners, 9 youth and 9 adults traveled to the communities we support near Lusaka, Zambia. The travelers brought books, clothing and shoes, but more importantly they showed that they care about these "neighbors" who have major challenges to face every day. The teenage travelers enjoyed teaching the young children English, held  the beautiful Zambian babies and played soccer with the youth. All the visitors worked to make their 18 days be meaningful. The adults and teens worked alongside the people in the community to paint and build. Each person reported that they had a profound experience. They met with several well organized women's groups who are taking care of AIDS orphans who live in their community. The visitors saw first hand how important it is to have additional US partner communities to support these communities. Without support the children who have lost their parents will not be able to go to school. (ed. note: see following article on education.)

Our partners include several African organizations in Lusaka, Zambia, several partner communities in Zambia, and several USA Partner Communities, including two UU congregations, First Parish Unitarian Church, Lexington and First Unitarian Society of Newton.
 Could one of the communities in which you live and work be linked to a community in Africa? Please send us an e-mail and we will help make it happen.
E-mail: info@communitieswithoutborders.org.

BECOMING A RED RIBBON CONGREGATION

 In order to recognize congregations who have taken significant steps to become involved in global AIDS issues and to use their example to encourage others to follow suit, UUGAC is offering a process for congregations to be recognized as a "Red Ribbon Congregation." ( Named after the red ribbons people wear on their lapel to indicate support for the AIDS battle.)

HOW DO WE BECOME A RED RIBBON CONGREGATION?

 A "Red Ribbon" Congregation shall be so designated by the UU Global AIDS Coalition after providing evidence of compliance with at least two of the following: 

1.  An active process for ongoing education about the HIV/AIDS pandemic. This could be open meetings several times each year at which information is shared by speakers, films, or some other mechanism.

2.  An active process for taking actions relevant to ongoing government programs - political advocacy. For example, the www.one.org and www.data.org web sites are mechanisms for taking relevant action

3. An active program that is involved with a community or project that is in direct service with affected people in Africa,  sometimes called "twinning". There are several such ongoing projects in our community that could be joined or supported. Many such activities are found in the UU Global AIDS Coalition newsletter/web site. www.UUGlobalAIDS.org 

4. An active fundraising project that is in support of HIV/AIDS projects and programs, either fundraising for local HIV/AIDS support projects, or for larger projects such as vaccine research. Several options can be found on the UU Global AIDS Coalition web site, www.UUGlobalAIDS.org 
The first step in becoming a Red Ribbon Congregation is the formation of a recognized committee/team of members who take on the leadership role for the congregation.  The committee/team will usually ask their Board of Trustees to make a statement of support for the designation of the congregation as a "Red Ribbon" Congregation.
An annual reassessment/report of what the congregation is doing including relevant plans for ongoing improvements shall be produced and a copy sent to the UU Global AIDS Coalition Red Ribbon Coordinator. The congregation will maintain its status as a "Red Ribbon Congregation". as long as it continues to remain active in at least two of the above activities. Each year the UU Global AIDS Coalition will re-designate all congregations that comply with the above reporting and activities:
Recognition as a Red Ribbon Congregation will include the following:

* A Red Ribbon Banner to display in their place of worship 

* Recognition on the UUA web site under the Global AIDS Coalition heading 

* An annual Certificate of Recognition to acknowledge their continuing actions. 

As more and more UU congregations take part in the Red Ribbon process, the actions that each is taking will be publicized by the UU Global AIDS Coalition as inspiration and information for other congregations to use in their own plans for action against the AIDS Pandemic.

UU Global AIDS Coalition Red Ribbon Contact 

Lyle Smith, Vancouver Washington, (Michael Servetus UU Fellowship)

360-573-1549 dsslbs@aol.com 

EDUCATION: KEY TO BATTLING HIV/AIDS IN WOMEN AND CHILDREN

By Meredith Schonfeld-Hicks, Legislative Assistant for Women's Issues

UUA Washington Office for Advocacy
 Education is one of the most important ways to protect children, especially girls, in sub-Saharan Africa from becoming infected with AIDS.  Although education about HIV and prevention methods is critical, education in a broader sense is also a powerful method of prevention. Schools provide much more for children than just an education.  They provide a social network, vision for the future and a better chance to reach economic independence. 

The fact that a girl is interacting with other youth her age plays an important role in enhancing her self esteem.  This makes her less susceptible to the pressures, both social and economic, of becoming sexually active at a young age. Educational opportunities and interaction with peers provide a vision for the future and act as an incentive to stay in school with their friends.  

A 19 country study by the International Center for Research on Women found that the lower a woman's social status was, the higher the rate of HIV infection.  Better educated girls are more likely to delay marriage and childbearing, have fewer children and healthier babies, enjoy better earning potential and avoid commercial sex.  This trend also occurred in a case study in Uganda that showed that girls with a primary education had HIV prevalence rates less than half of girls with no education. Girls who completed secondary school had infection rates less than one-quarter of girls without formal education.  

Unfortunately, attending school for many children, especially girls, is not as easy as it may seem. Over 113 million children in the world's poorest countries do not attend school, two-thirds of them girls.  In most of Africa, there are no free public school.  School fees, including tuition, textbooks and equipment, uniforms, PTA memberships and community and building service fees are a hardship for many families, especially poorer families where these fees can amount to almost 1/3 of their income. 

Some African nations are taking action.  In 2003, Kenya eliminated primary school fees and enrollment increased by 22% within a few days.  In Uganda, debt relief funds were used to eliminate school fees and enrollment increased by 40%.  These figures show how much more accessible schools become once the financial restrictions are eliminated.  By eliminating school fees, we reduce the impact of social class on a family's ability to send their children to school, providing children with the opportunities previously only available to more affluent families.  

Together, through the work of individuals, congregations and governments, we are protecting our children from HIV/AIDS as we work for universal basic education.  To learn more about this issue visit www.globalaidsalliance.org and read their advocacy brief about Accelerating Efforts to Achieve Universal Basic Education.

DID YOU KNOW?

* there were a total of 4.9 million people newly infected with HIV in 2005

* children under 15 years are 14% of  the new infections in 2005 but 18% of the deaths.

* 46% of those infected with HIV world-wide are female, but 60% of those infected in Africa are female, and 75% of the infections in the 15-24 age group are among women and girls

* 70% of 250,000 female survivors of the Rwandan genocide are HIV positive.
If you want to KNOW more, see the  AIDS Epidemic Update, December 2005.  UNAIDS and WHO. Also Kaiser Network has an excellent new web site for global HIV/AIDS data at www.globalhealthfacts.org 

And if you want to DO more, Congress passed the Orphans and Vulnerable Children in Developing Countries Act, and it was signed into law by President Bush in November 2005. The act requires the administration to develop a comprehensive strategy for meeting the needs of orphans and other vulnerable children and establishes a Special Advisor to coordinate interagency US governmental efforts to ensure maximum impact on the ground. The next step is to ensure funding. Activists say it needs $340 million . Contact Global Action for Children to learn more. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

"INTENTIONAL TRAVEL" UUGAC board member Carla Feldhammer is working with Peter Sarver of Palliative Care International to put together tours to several African countries this summer. These will be cross cultural educational opportunities with a focus on AIDS care. Central to the trips will be people-to-people encounters designed to sensitize Americans to the  daily realities of life in Africa.  For more information contact Carla at hospice88@aol.com, or Peter Sarver at 315-478-7243 or psarver234@yahoo.com.

WEB SITE. Our new web site at www.uuglobalaids.org is up and running. Our next project is to update it and make it a more useful tool for UUGAC members. Please contact Ann Pickar at apickar@cs.com if you would like to help.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY. We will have our own booth in the Exhibition Hall  at this years General Assembly at St. Louis from June 21-25, 2006. If you are attending GA please be sure to drop by, (or tell your friends to visit us). If you have materials about what your congregation is doing to address  global AIDS issues, this is a great opportunity to share them with others, also we would love to have UUGAC members help staff  the booth. Please contact Ann Pickar at apickar@cs.com or Carla Feldhammer at hospice88@aol.com if you would like to help.  

INTERNATIONAL AIDS CONFERENCE IN TORONTO, CANADA , 13-18 AUGUST 2006.  We are considering sending a delegation to Toronto to participate in the world's largest HIV/AIDS conference. 15,000 delegates are expected to gather to focus on the key efforts to provide care and treatment and to prevent new infections. There will be a Youth Program supporting integration and visibility of youth throughout the conference. If you are at all interested in participating either as adult or youth, please let Ann Pickar know, apickar@cs.com  

CONTACTS AND LINKS

HELP US GROW!

      We encourage both individuals and congregations to join our coalition. This is not a membership organization and any individual can sign up to receive the newsletter. There is no charge. We are especially looking for people who will be the contact for their congregation. Besides letting us know that you are out there, we hope that congregational contacts will 

"
Distribute the newsletter and brochures and perhaps maintain a local sign up list

"
Share news of what is happening in your congregation and community.

TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER OR TO BECOME A CONGEGATIONAL CONTACT,

  E-mail apickar@cs.com.  The newsletter comes out three times a year, normally January, April and September. Contributions and suggestions very much welcome! Congregational contacts receive a packet of information and follow up by a UUGAC board member.


TO JOIN OUR "YOUTH DIVISION"


Contact Erica Lindegren (allaroundgurl@aol.com) or Toniann Read (dtzjread@comcast.net).
TO USE THE RESOURCES OF THE UUA ADVOCACY OFFICE


The UUA Advocacy Office in Washington DC does a wonderful job of tracking global AIDS issues and developing resources for congregations. You can sign up for advocacy alerts, find help on their web site, or get personal support.


To sign up for UUA advocacy alerts: http://www.uua.org/uuawo/new/

LINKS TO OTHER GLOBAL AIDS ORGANIZATIONS


DATA and ONE Campaign: www.data.org; www.one.org


Global AIDS Alliance: www.stopglobalaids.org and www.globalaidsalliance.org


Jubilee: www.jubileeusa.org


Kaiser Network daily reports: www.kaisernetwork.org


Physicians for Human Rights: www.phrusa.org

Portland Area Global AIDS Coalition: www.pagac.org; contact apickar@cs.com  

RESULTS: www.results.org

UNAIDS: www.unaids.org

WHO WE ARE:  

UUGAC BOARD MEMBERS

Chair and newsletter editor: Ann Pickar, First Unitarian, Portland, OR .( apickar@cs.com)
Vice-chair: Madeleine Lefebvre, Juneau UU Fellowship, AK.( toisondor@gci.net)
Secretary and Treasurer: Lyle and Diana Smith, Michael Servetus UU Fellowship, Vancouver, WA. (dsslbs@aol.com)
Youth Representative: Erica Lindegren, UU Fellowship of the Emerald Coast, Valparaiso, FL. (allaroundgurl@aol.com)
Youth Advisor Representative: Toniann Read, UU Metro Atlanta North, GA. (dtzjread@comcast.net)
Carla Feldhammer, Carbondale, Illinois Fellowship.(hospice88@aol.com) 

Amelia Rose, All Souls, Washington DC and former intern at UUA Advocacy office. (rose.amelia@gmail.com)
Peter Smith, First Parish, Newton, MA. (psmith@igc.org)
Assistant newsletter editor: Judith Bernstein,  . tallulah97219@yahoo.com

