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UU GLOBAL AIDS COALITION NEWSLETTER

5TH EDITION, APRIL/MAY 2005


WHAT IS THE UU GLOBAL AIDS COALITION?

 
The UU Global AIDS Coalition (UUGAC) was founded in Spring 2003 as an action group of the First Unitarian Church in Portland, Oregon. We had the ambitious goal of making a difference in the fight against the global AIDS epidemic in three ways, by education and outreach, by political advocacy and by direct service. We hoped to enlist other UU congregations so that we could speak out as a combined voice for liberal religious religion.

We now have contacts in about 80 UU churches and fellowships, and have a flourishing coalition of groups here in Portland. At the national level we work closely with the UUA Advocacy Office, the UU-United Nations Office and the Jubilee USA movement. We will be sharing booth space with the UU-UNO at GA in Fort Worth in June. 

This month we are delighted to announce the formation of a “Youth Arm” led by youth who attended the UU-UNO seminar in New York in April and involving youth throughout the US and Canada in action in support of those impacted by AIDS both in the US and world wide. 

We are particularly concerned that this newsletter be a useful tool and communication channel and have included lots of contact information including the Contacts and Links section on the last page. But most importantly the success of this newsletter depends on you, the reader. Please share what you are doing, your ideas and opinions. This edition includes articles on global AIDS issues, reports on several UU direct service projects and most important, specific things YOU can do NOW! Please get involved and let us know what you are doing.

UU’S MAKING A DIFFERENCE

HOW THE CARBONDALE UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP BECAME INVOLVED IN AIDS IN AFRICA
      My name is Carla Feldhamer and I am a member of The Carbondale Unitarian Fellowship in Southern Illinois.  I am also a hospice nurse.

       For some time, I had been aware of the AIDS crisis in Sub-Saharan Africa and in Aug. of 2002 was part of an AIDS seminar tour of South Africa and Tanzania sponsored by The Foundation for Hospices in Sub-Saharan Africa.  There was no way that I could predict the impact that this experience would have on my life.   I was not prepared to integrate the sights, sounds, and smells of the most overwhelming poverty and sorrow that is sub-Saharan Africa.

      Yes, I went to Africa, but I did not go alone.  The members of my Unitarian Fellowship were with me from the beginning of my journey.  They filled my suitcases with vitamins and pain relievers for the hospices we would be visiting.  They sent pens, crayons, and coloring books for the children that I met in the villages.  “Daisy, so in need of love and understanding, clung to my travel partner.  How can so much death and loss be explained to a three year old?”  The sights and smells of sickness and death were all around her. THIS IS THE FACE OF AIDS IN AFRICA.

      I thought of my Unitarian family as I was asked to pray at the bedside of a dying woman in a hut in Tanzania.  They were with me as I struggled to come up with something meaningful for her and authentic for me.  I remembered a Unitarian Sermon I heard many years ago entitled “Prayer, Song of the Soul, Cry of the Heart.”  I prayed from my soul and I cried for her from my heart.

      I thought of my Unitarian family when I returned home and was wrestling with the overwhelming visions in my mind and trying to find a way to make a difference.  My plan was to present a proposal to the Board of my hospice to form a partnership with an African hospice.  I knew that I would have to have community support in fund raising, public relations and education, as the hospice is a non-for-profit organization.  The social justice committee at the Carbondale Unitarian Fellowship embraced my ideas and vision and wrote a proposal that was accepted by my hospice.  In June of 2003 we were partnered with Ranchhod Hospice and Orphan Day Care Program in Kabwe, Zambia.   Since then, our involvement has escalated.  We gathered boxes of medical supplies for the newly opened hospice and sent them in a container that was going to Kabwe from the Catholic Medical Missions Board.  We have placed jars around town to collect donations.  In November of 2004, a fund-raiser concert and silent auction of African items was held at the Fellowship and $6500.00 was sent to our partner in Zambia.   We arranged and helped sponsor an educational forum at former Senator Paul Simon’s Public Policy Institute at Southern Illinois University.   UN Special Envoy to HIV/AIDS in Africa was the keynote speaker.

     We have set up pen pals, placed a large bulletin board in our fellowship about the partnership, and will be holding a giant yard sale in June.   On May 15th of this month we are sponsoring and planning THE INTERNATIONAL AIDS CANDLELIGHT MEMORIAL for southern Illinois.

     I visited our partner in March of 2004 and plan to return again in May of 2006 with some members of the fellowship.  The passion and commitment of the Carbondale Unitarian Fellowship for this project continues and plans are already underway for our next major fund-raiser.  

EVERY CHILD IS OUR CHILD IN MANYA KROBO, GHANA


The UU-UNO office is partnering with the Queen Mothers Association of Manya Krobo in the Eastern region of Ghana to assist AIDS orphans and other vulnerable children to get an education.

The Queen Mothers of Manya Krobo have been in existence for over 200 years. It is their role to be responsible for the social well-being and training of Krobo youth. They have taken in many AIDS orphans into their homes, but they cannot help all the orphans and they do not have the financial resources to provide education fees and health care.

The UU-UNO plans to raise funds to support additional children and to pay school fees and health insurance. They are looking for seed money from UU churches to make this a reality. Most UU churches already have a United Nations Envoy, but they would love to hear from you direct.

www.uu-uno.org
E-mail: office@uu-uno.org attention Genia Peterson, or contact Genia direct 212-986-5165 or The UU-UNO 777 UN Plaza, Suite C-C, New York, NY  10017

COMMUNITIES WITHOUT BORDERS


This is the name of a coalition of volunteer organizations in the US, primarily Lexington, Massachusetts, and in Lusaka, Zambia. It was formed to respond to the world AIDS crisis. Partners include African organizations in Lusaka, partner communities in Zambia and US partner communities including First Parish Unitarian Church, Lexington, and First Unitarian Society of Newton, MASS.  Their current emphasis is on AIDS orphans in Zambia. 

Accomplishments in 2004 include:

· Educational support for over 200 children

· Skills training for youth

· Raising over $24,000

· Grants to 3 Zambian non profit groups 


Thank you to Peter Smith of Newton for sharing news of this wonderful project.


For more information: www.communitiieswithoutborders.org
E-mail: infor@communitieswithoutborders.org
***********************************************************************

          GLOBAL AIDS AND THE HUMAN COST OF DEBT
 
We know that AIDS is treatable, AIDS is preventable, the epidemic can be stopped.
       But many of the countries facing high rates of HIV/AIDS infection are also handicapped in their ability to address the impact of the epidemic by the need to repay debts they owe to the wealthy countries and multilateral institutions, mainly the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank.
     Speakers at the recent Jubilee Global Connections Tour in Portland spoke of the impact on their countries. In Zimbabwe, insistence on Structural Adjustment Programs has meant that health and education instead of being free now require user fees, meaning that the majority of the population must choose between health care, eating and paying for education for their children. In the Philippines, 95% of the government’s tax revenues go to debt repayment, leaving a tiny fraction for services.
      Much of this crippling debt originated in the 1970s and 1980s when banks had ample money available and neither the banks nor the regimes thought ahead to the impact of repayment. In many cases, the money borrowed went to corrupt regimes. Millions are hidden in Swiss bank accounts and certainly did not benefit the ordinary people.  Often, money that was actually spent in country went to projects that did not sufficiently increase the economic output of the country to cover the cost of the debt incurred for the project.  However, the multinational construction firms that built the projects did quite well.  As interest rates rose in the 1980's the cost of repayment skyrocketed, and a cycle began of new borrowing to raise the funds to repay existing debt.  
      The original debts have been repaid, in some cases many times over. Although Sub Saharan Africa has repaid $550 billion, which is more than the $540 billion they borrowed, because of interest repayment they are told they still owe $293 billion. 
Meantime African countries are dependent on wealthy countries to help address HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment.  African nations currently pay about $13 billion to wealthy creditors annually. The United Nations has estimated that these same nations need about $10 to $15 billion annually to effectively combat AIDS. 
This does not make any sense.
Jubilee has spearheaded an international campaign first to reduce the debt and now to cancel it altogether. Early results from countries such as Uganda show that even partial debt cancellation increases government expenditures for health care.  Uganda has also used the money freed up by partial debt cancellation to eliminate school fees, which has allowed increased school attendance, particularly among girls. 
Debt cancellation is the major agenda item for the G8 meeting in Scotland in July, when the 8 wealthiest countries of the world meet to agree on international financial policy. Most of the wealthy countries agree in principle to reducing or canceling debt, but they have different proposals for exactly how this should be done and how it will be funded.  This is a time when concentrated advocacy, especially to President Bush and Treasury Secretary Snow, could tip the balance. Please help. (See below for an easy and effective way we can all get the message across.)
************************************************************************
YOU CAN HELP!

WIPE OUT THE DEBT! SEND A MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT

Jubilee USA is collecting signed "WIPE OUT THE DEBT! Cards to deliver to President Bush in a very visible ceremony on July 1 as he prepares to leave for the G8 Summit. The cards are eye catching and deliver a straightforward message.
We hope to engage the UU congregations, youth and friends in collecting signed cards. UUGAC has set a goal of contributing 2500 messages. PLEASE HELP!
You can find further information on the Jubilee web site, www.jubileeusa.org, or send an e-mail to Morrigan Phillips at coord@jubileeusa.org. Copy Ann Pickar (apickar@cs.com). Say that you are a UUGAC member and how many cards you want. We will track and report the response both by e-mail and at the UU General Assembly in June. Alternatively, you can download an Adobe Acrobat file of the postcard from the Jubilee USA web page and -print the card yourself on heavy stock.

JOIN THE CAMPAIGN TO END AIDS  - This is a diverse, new coalition of people living with HIV/AIDS and the advocates, organizations and loved ones who stand behind them. C2EA is organizing on the local, state and national level to demand that those in power halt the AIDS pandemic through full funding of HIV/AIDS initiatives and research, prevention methods guided by the best science, countering stigma, and protecting the civil rights of people living with the disease.

From October 8-12, 2005, caravans from around the nation will converge for five lively days of trainings, worship services, and lawmaker visits in Washington, D.C.  The week will culminate in a massive march to show the unity and strength of the AIDS movement.

Learn how you and your congregation can get involved with the caravans in the weeks leading up to the October Lobby Days and March at http://www.endaidsnow.org and contact info@endaidsnow.org
Note: Caravans will wind their way across the country from west coast cities including Seattle, Portland, Los Angeles, Oakland, and San Diego; from southern cities Brownsville, Texas and Key West, Florida; and northern cities Burlington, Vermont and New York.  Please let Ann Pickar know of any UU’s or UU congregations planning to join the caravan! apickar@cs.com
***********************************************************************

GOD AND THE FIGHT AGAINST AIDS

     This is the title of an article by Helen Epstein in the New York review. It is an in-depth examination of AIDS in Uganda. Although it is difficult to compress into the confines of a short newsletter article; it is particularly important subject because Uganda is the one Sub Saharan African country to have significant success in reducing the r ate of HIV/AIDS infection. During the 1990’s Ugandan HIV infection rates fell from around 15% to around 6%.

Much of this success has been attributed to the introduction of the “A-B-C” program, famously standing for Abstinence – be Faithful- use Condoms, and importantly the involvement of community leaders from prime minister Museveni and First lady Janet Museveni on down.

The article reports that Uganda is now in the throes of a born again Christian revival and Ugandan faith based organizations are pursuing the $1 billion from the Bush Global AIDS initiative, which is earmarked for abstinence programs. According to Ms. Epstein this will very likely lead to a reversal in the downward trend in infection rates. She believes that the decline in the 90’s was due to what was called the “Zero Grazing” Campaign that is Ugandan slang for being faithful to one partner. Specifically she identifies the role of “concurrent sexual partners” a common cultural pattern in many African countries in facilitating the rapid spread of HIV infection and states that during the Zero Grazing Campaign the percentage of Ugandan men and women with casual partners fell by 60%. Since 2000 the Zero Grazing Campaign has been abandoned and infection rates are again rising.

 (From the New York Times Review of Books, Vol. 52 #7, April 28, 2005. Thanks to Marlene Anderson, First Church member and founder and chair of the Imani Project for bringing this article to our attention. Marlene has built a partnership project between schools in lake Oswego in suburban Portland and travels to Kenya every Summer to carry out AIDS prevention work in the villages and support an AIDS orphanage.)

DID YOU KNOW? (WHAT HAPPENED IN THE WORLD OF GLOBAL AIDS LAST MONTH)

Here are some of the stories reported about global AIDS issues on the Kaiser network last month.

· Children risk HIV infection through contaminated instruments and breast milk A report from South Africa states that 92% of HIV positive women attending clinics breastfed their children, 60% for more than a year. (April 6)

· HIV/AIDS assistance programs may cause people to sacrifice health for benefits. People in desperate poverty in South Africa may take health risks in order to qualify for aid programs (April 6)

· HIV prevalence among pregnant women in Swaziland reached 42.6% in 2004 (April 7)

· Advocacy works! An article in the Boston Globe traced the role of advocates in speeding up the FDA drug approval process (April 11)

· About 20% of South African farm workers will die of AIDS related causes by 2020, with resulting impact on food production and food shortages. (April 15)

· A female controlled microbicide, that is a female controlled method of AIDS prevention, could be available in 3-4 years according to Peter Piot, director of UNAIDS. (April 15)

· CAFTA’s patent protection clause may prevent access to low cost AIDS drugs. CAFTA, the Central American Free Trade Agreement, may include patent protection for brand name pharmaceuticals and prevent use of cheaper generic drugs in countries, which are members. (April 15)

· Former President Clinton is focusing on the need for pediatric treatment. Most attention has been paid to drugs for adults, but 2.2 million children worldwide are living with the disease. (April 18)

· Pope Benedict is expected to continue Pope Paul’s opposition to most kinds of birth control including condoms.  (April 21)

· The government is collaborating with the ILO (International Labor Organization) to lower the numbers of children involved in child labor in Zambia. A significant number of the 600,000 children working in Zambia are infected with HIV. (April 22)

· 2 studies of relationships between girls and older men (sugar daddies) find that condoms are less likely to be used in these relationships than other non-marital relationships. (April 26 and April 27)

· Paul Wolfowitz, incoming President of the World Bank, plans to make Africa the “top priority” of his term (April 28) 

·  Brazil refused $40 M in U.S. AIDS grants to protest policy requiring groups to condemn commercial sex work. (May 2)

CONTACTS AND LINKS

HELP US GROW!

      Check out our website at www.uuglobalaidscoalition.org. (Note that our web site is out of action at the time of writing. We hope to be back shortly.)

We encourage both individuals and congregations to join our coalition. Any individual can sign up to receive the newsletter, but we are especially looking for people who will be the contact for their congregation. Besides letting us know that you are out there, we hope   that congregational contacts will 

· Distribute the newsletter and brochures and perhaps maintain a local sign up list

· Share news of what is happening in your congregation and community.

TO JOIN OUR “YOUTH ARM”


We are in process of designing a new “arm” of UUGAC which will be specifically for, and run by,  youth and youth advisors. If you would like to be involved lpease send an e-mail to apickar@cs.com.  

TO USE THE RESOURCES OF THE UUA ADVOCACY OFFICE


The UUA Advocacy Office in Washington DC does a wonderful job of tracking global AIDS issues and developing resources for congregations. You can sign up for advocacy alerts, find help on their web site, or get personal support.


To sign up for UUA advocacy alerts: http://www.uua.org/uuawo/new/
LINKS TO OTHER GLOBAL AIDS ORGANIZATIONS


Africa AIDS Response: www.africaaidsresponse.org; contact daynakirk@hotmail.com

DATA and ONE Campaign: www.data.org; www.one.org. Contact for Seattle and Portland: teresita@data.org  


Global AIDS Alliance: www.stopglobalaids.org and www.globalaaidsalliance.org


Jubilee: www.jubileeusa.org

Kaiser Network daily reports: www.kaisernetwork.org

Physicians for Human Rights: www.phrusa.org
Portland Area Global AIDS Coalition: www.pagac.org; contact apickar@cs.com  

RESULTS: www.results.org
UNAIDS: www.unaids.org
Zimbabwe Artists Project: www.zimbabweartistsproject.org; contact Dick Adams at zimartpro@hotmail.com
TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER

Answer this e-mail newsletter or send an e-mail to: apickar@cs.com, with UUGAC newsletter in the title line.

Please note that this is not a membership organization; no costs or solicitations are involved; we simply want to spread the word.

TO SEND A CONTRIBUTION FOR THIS NEWSLETTER


This newsletter comes out three times a year, normally January, April and September, however the next edition will be in OCTOBER 2005. E-mail  apickar@cs.com with contributions or suggestions.

