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WHAT IS THE UU GLOBAL AIDS COALITION?


The UU Global AIDS Coalition ( UUGAC) was founded in Spring 2003 as an action group of  the First Unitarian Church in Portland, Oregon.  We had the ambitious goal of making a difference in the fight against the global AIDS epidemic in three ways, by education and outreach, by political advocacy and by direct service. We hoped to enlist other congregations so that we could speak out as a combined voice for liberal religious religion.


From this small beginning we have grown in size and more importantly in the connection with UU’s  who are involved in direct service projects and want to learn more about how all of us can get involved. We have contacts in around 100 UU congregations throughout the US and Canada and a couple in other countries, including several who are directly supporting projects in countries impacted by AIDS, and we are continually learning of others.  .  ( Including UUA President Bill Sinkford who will travel to Africa in November – see separate note). We are forming a Youth Division to harness the amazing energy of our youth, and we have strong partnerships with local and national organizations within and outside  the UUA. Here in Portland we played a lead role in founding the Portland Area Global AIDS Coalition, a network of over 25 local groups all working on some aspect of global AIDS issues.
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KENYA TRIP

SUPPORTING EDUCATION FOR GIRLS IN MOZAMBIQUE

 
By Priscilla Laws and Tania Werry, Unitarian Universalists of  the Cumberland valley, Pennsylvania. (UUCV)

Editors note: The greatest wish of those impacted by AIDS is to take care of the children, and in response to this many of us become involved in direct service projects focus on the needs of children, either by helping them find an education, or by working with orphans. This is an inspiring story of how a small UU congregation found a way to make a difference.

In July 2004 Priscilla Laws of the UUCV spent some time traveling in Northern Mozambique with Ruth Mkhwanazion and who directs education and AIDS prevention projects for Oxfam Great Britain. 


One of Ruth’s projects involved supporting girls from a rural village who wanted to attend upper primary school ( grades 6 and 7). Rural villages in the area rarely have  schooling past 5th grade, and only 60% of children receive primary education. 10% of these are girls. But because Mozambique is a very poor country, a bursary of only $150.00 pays all  the expenses for a year of schooling. Priscilla decided to enlist her congregation in raising “bursary” funds to enable 125 girls to attend upper primary school starting in January 2005.

Initial efforts focused on selling fair trade chocolate, chutney and African Rooibos tea at local farmers markets and bazaars. Members also began to identify individuals inside and outside  the congregation who would be willing to sponsor girls. But it took all Fall to scrape together 2.5 bursaries, out of the 25, and in the meantime the project had identified 25 girls who were eligible to start school in mid January. 


Efforts were redoubled and congregants started collecting pledges from non-UUCV members, including two from another UU congregation, and by January 12th . they had secured enough funds to support all 25 girls! By doing this through the church all contributions were tax deductible. 

Through the efforts of this small congregation 25 girls were able to attend upper primary for a full school year with the multiplier effects of enhanced family lives, and the long term lives of their future children. Pictures and biographies of the girls are prominently displayed at the church, and the congregation has enjoyed learning more about the girls and their aspirations – and they are working hard to continue and expand  the project for the 2006 school year.

REPORT FROM THE G8 SUMMIT IN EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND
(Editors note: this report is from Pat Rumer, founder of the Portland chapter of Jubilee. UUGAC and Jubilee work closely together on efforts to advocate for debt reduction . Those of us who have experienced  the depth of poverty facing those who are heavily impacted by AIDS realize that we in the west need to become involved in efforts to reduce poverty as the most effective way to address the impact of the AIDS epidemic.)

As far back as 1998 Pat attended a World Council of churches meeting in Harare, Zimbabwe, and met with African women who shared how the debt burden and international reforms required by the International Monetary Fund (IMF)  were killing their families. In order to make payments and interest on IMF loans African nations have slashed funding for health care and education. The voices of the women expressed the desperation in their lives because the AIDS pandemic combined with very limited health services is killing the next generation, and they challenged women from  the G8 countries to go home and do something about the debt burden that was destroying their countries.


This year world wide advocacy efforts appeared to be paying off . The G8 summit in Edinburgh in July 2005 had debt reduction and aid to Africa as a key part of t he agenda. Tony Blair, the British prime minister played a lead` role in setting the agenda and specific goals. And advocacy groups led by DATA the organization founded by Bono, lead singer of the U2 and an amazing advocate for action on debt reduction and AIDS issues led a widely publicized campaign to end poverty.
Pat was invited to Edinburgh to attend a parallel summit with ONE campaign representatives from all over the US and activists from all over the world. While the summit did result in debt cancellation for 18 countries, much remains to be done. We can all get involved. Here is their message as passed on by Pat:
Take action to urge our government
1. to increase aid to the  UN Millennium g global south as part of our commitment to the people of  0.07% of the US GNP ( Gross National Product)
2. Cancel 100% of  the debt owed to multilateral lending organizations – IMF,  the World bank and to multi regional development banks.
3. Trade justice – removal of unfair barriers to trade from t eh south.

UUA PRESIDENT BILL SINKFORD PLANS TO VISIT AFRICA IN NOVEMBER

Rev. Olivia Holmes, the UUA Director for International relations, reports that our President, Bill Sinkford, will travel to Africa in early November with 2 overarching goals: firstly to increase` his knowledge of the challenges of addressing the AIDS epidemic on he ground, and using this information to challenge the Bush Administration’s “abstinence only” policy and its impact on African education and relief.  

Secondly he will listen to those who were involved in the Truth and reconciliation process in South Africa in order to help us with own efforts toward racial reconciliation and affirmation both within the denomination and in this country.

He will visit Manya Krobo, where the UU UNO office has partnered with the “Queen Mothers” to take care of 400 AIDS orphans, and talk with experts in Ghana and South Africa on strategic efforts they have found effective in combating AIDS and spend time in Ghana with an extraordinary group of youths who go from village to village to educate their peers through drama and workshops. 

UUGAC is proud and excited t hat the leader of our denomination is becoming involved in global AIDS issues and advocacy. We wish him an  amazing, life changing trip and eagerly anticipate hearing about his experiences.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HIV/AIDS IN AFRICA: ENGAGING AMERICA IN THE BATTLE. UUGAC Board member Carla Feldhammer in partnership with Southern Illinois University in Carbondale has been a  lead in partnering with other organizations to send human resources, supplies and funding to fight the war on HIV/AIDS. They have now produced a DVD and brochure which they hope will help other UU congregations and local communities form a plan of action. For more information contact the Public Policy Institute,.. web: www.siuppi@siu.edu; e-mail siuppi@siu.edu.
UUGAC YOUTH DIVISION

UUGAC WEB SITE

Our previous web site, www.uuglobalaidscoalition.org has been taken over by forces outside our control and is now pushing bank loans among other things! Don’t go there!

We hope that our new site, www.uuglobalaids.org will be up and running by the time you read this. DO check it out! Many thanks to Greg Zupan of First Church for taking over from Chris Gates and helping get us back on line.

CONTACTS AND LINKS

HELP US GROW!

      Check out our website at www.uuglobalaidscoalition.org. (Note that our web site is out of action at the time of writing. We hope to be back shortly.)

We encourage both individuals and congregations to join our coalition. Any individual can sign up to receive the newsletter, but we are especially looking for people who will be the contact for their congregation. Besides letting us know that you are out there, we hope   that congregational contacts will 

· Distribute the newsletter and brochures and perhaps maintain a local sign up list

· Share news of what is happening in your congregation and community.

TO JOIN OUR “YOUTH ARM”


We are in process of designing a new “arm” of UUGAC which will be specifically for, and run by,  youth and youth advisors. If you would like to be involved lpease send an e-mail to apickar@cs.com.  

TO USE THE RESOURCES OF THE UUA ADVOCACY OFFICE


The UUA Advocacy Office in Washington DC does a wonderful job of tracking global AIDS issues and developing resources for congregations. You can sign up for advocacy alerts, find help on their web site, or get personal support.


To sign up for UUA advocacy alerts: http://www.uua.org/uuawo/new/
LINKS TO OTHER GLOBAL AIDS ORGANIZATIONS


Africa AIDS Response: www.africaaidsresponse.org; contact daynakirk@hotmail.com

DATA and ONE Campaign: www.data.org; www.one.org. Contact for Seattle and Portland: teresita@data.org  


Global AIDS Alliance: www.stopglobalaids.org and www.globalaaidsalliance.org


Jubilee: www.jubileeusa.org

Kaiser Network daily reports: www.kaisernetwork.org

Physicians for Human Rights: www.phrusa.org
Portland Area Global AIDS Coalition: www.pagac.org; contact apickar@cs.com  

RESULTS: www.results.org
UNAIDS: www.unaids.org
Zimbabwe Artists Project: www.zimbabweartistsproject.org; contact Dick Adams at zimartpro@hotmail.com
TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER

Answer this e-mail newsletter or send an e-mail to: apickar@cs.com, with UUGAC newsletter in the title line.

Please note that this is not a membership organization; no costs or solicitations are involved; we simply want to spread the word.

TO SEND A CONTRIBUTION FOR THIS NEWSLETTER


This newsletter comes out three times a year, normally January, April and September, however the next edition will be in OCTOBER 2005. E-mail  apickar@cs.com with contributions or suggestions.

