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WHAT IS THE UU GLOBAL AIDS COALITION?

UUGAC was founded in response to a powerful address given by Stephen Lewis, UN Special Envoy for AIDS in Africa, at the Unitarian General Assembly in 2002. He faulted those of us in the West for sitting by while the devastation of the AIDS pandemic is causing millions of deaths every year, especially in Sub-Saharan Africa.
 What later became the UU Global AIDS Coalition was originally founded as a Social Justice Action Group at First Unitarian in Portland, with the goal of working  to end AIDS by education, political advocacy and direct service. We now have a national steering committee and contacts in congregations throughout the U.S. and Canada. We have worked hard to collaborate with other UUA agencies so that we include  their perspective on global AIDS issues and reach  the widest possible audience. We are especially proud that we were able to partner with the UUA Advocacy Office and the UU  United Nations Office to engage UU’s at all levels in participating in World AIDS Day events. We will be continuing our collaboration with other events and at general Assembly. Our Red Ribbon Congregation program recognizes congregations that are making a substantial effort to address global AIDS issues and can serve as a model for other congregations.  Our Steering committee includes a youth representative and a youth advisor representative. YEEHAW, Youth Empowered to Eliminate HIV/AIDS Worldwide offers a way to engage UU Youth.
We are especially excited by the growing role of the denomination in political advocacy on global AIDS issues. 
UU’S MAKING A DIFFERENCE  BY POLITICAL ACTION

Previous editions of this newsletter have emphasized the role of UU’s in making a difference by involvement in direct service projects. But as UUA President Bill Sinkford points out in the article below, it is as important, if not more important,  to make a difference by making our voices heard by political action.  Read what he said on World AIDS Day and then read the update on  the PATHWAY Act and get your congregation involved in supporting this legislation. Together we will make a difference by changing the way U.S. funds are used to prevent women and youth from being infected with HIV/AIDS.
UUA PRESIDENT REV. WILLIAM G. SINKFORDS REMARKS AT THE “FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS” VIGIL ON WORLD AIDS DAY 2006


A problem so large and so devastating (as the global AIDS pandemic) compels us to work together for political and scientific solutions, but it also calls on us to offer a spiritual response, a response that goes beyond sectarian doctrines and embraces our shared humanity. All the worlds’ great religions exhort us to love our neighbors. What we religious people must ask ourselves is “Who is my neighbor?” The global AIDS epidemic has taught us that we are all connected - black, white and brown; young and old; male and female; gay and straight. Our neighbors live in tiny African villages, in Russian brothels, and in forgotten places all over the world where hope grows dim. We must remember them when the bells toll….
We mock their suffering when we offer international AIDS relief with strings attached such as “abstinence until marriage” conditions on sexuality education and disease prevention funding. Marriage is no protection against HIV, and abstinence is a luxury available only to those who have complete control over their bodies and wills. When there is no ability to give or withhold consent, what protection does the choice of “abstinence” offer?
And even in situations where consent can be given freely, abstinence education is failing to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS. Our policies must reflect the realities of peoples’ lives. We know that “Just say No”  didn’t work in the Garden of Eden, and it isn’t stopping the spread of HIV  today, either in  the U.S. or abroad. The bells will toll for many of our neighbors right here in the United States…..
…..The work done by churches and NGO’s is absolutely vital, and we are committed to carrying it out. But let me be very clear, the efforts of private organizations, no matter how noble or successful – are no substitute for an adequately funded scientifically grounded and ideologically free commitment on the part of the U.S. government to end  the threat of this disease. Our nations response to the HIV/AIDS pandemic should not, must not be privatized.
As we confront the human tragedy that is global AIDS we urge our leaders not to let their private commitments to specific doctrines stand in the way of saving lives. We often hear politicians invoking “moral values”. As a person of faith I am obliged to say that it is immoral to abdicate our responsibility for the spread of AIDS. There has been a lot of talk about the “right to life” Well, the men and women suffering from AIDS also have a right to life. We know how to ameliorate this epidemic. We can muster the economic means. The question we must ask ourselves is whether we have the will to do it. And that becomes a moral – a religious question.

GET INVOLVED! HELP US GET CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORT FOR THE PATHWAY ACT. 

The Protection Against Transmission of HIV for Women and Youth (PATHWAY) Act remains the highest global HIV/AIDS legislative priority for the UUA Washington Office for Advocacy. It does two main things. It focuses prevention efforts on the risks which particularly affect women and girls, and result in substantially higher rates of infection for women and especially young women and girls aged 15-24. And it removes the earmark which requires 33% of prevention funding to go to abstinence until marriage programs.

On December 1st, World AIDS Day, many UU’s across the nation joined together in worship, remembrance, and action to raise awareness of America’s restrictions on its global prevention funding. In February, Rep. Barbara Lee of California will reintroduce the PATHWAY Act in the 110th congress.  When that happens a wide sampling of the same organizations that came together in Washington DC on World AIDS Day to mark each new HIV infection and each new AIDS death worldwide by tolling a bell every 5 seconds, will be launching a postcard campaign to energize the grassroots and carry the message to congress that abstinence-until-marriage programs fail women and youth. 
 We will be strategically reaching out to grassroots leaders who can commit to getting 100 postcards signed and addressed and sent back to us in Washington DC so that we can carry them into our legislators offices and let them know that we care about this issue.

If you would like to participate in the postcard campaign, check to see if your representative is a co-sponsor of the PATHWAY Act at http://www.pepfarwatch.org/pathway and then contact Adam Gerhardstein in the Washington Office at agerhardstein@uua.org or (202) 296 4672 ext. 21.

UU’S MAKING A DIFFERENCE
AIDS EDUCATION AND SCHOOLING FOR GIRLS IN MOZAMBIQUE  
by Priscilla Laws, Unitarian Universalist of the Cumberland Valley
“ There is no tool more effective for development than the education of girls”. Kofi Annan.


One out of every three sexually active adults in Mozambique is HIV positive, as are many children of HIV infected parents. Girls who stay in school are more likely to delay marriage and motherhood. This reduces the spread of AIDS  and slows the rate of population growth. In addition girls who finish upper primary school (6th grade) are also more likely to become community leaders, acquire the capacity to earn extra money for their families, and see that their children attend school.

The Unitarian Universalists of the Cumberland Valley (UUCV) are partnering with the United Church of Canada and the Christian Council of Mozambique to support AIDS education through schooling for girls from rural villages in northern Mozambique. For the past two years UUCV’s Social Action Council has raised “bursary” funds to enable girls to attend upper primary school and vocational schools. The program started with 24 girls in 2005 and was expanded to 48 girls in 2006. All 48 girls have successfully completed their 2006 school year, and UUCV plans to raise the funds needed to support 6 additional students in 2007. The 2007 goal will be $16,200 which will provide $300 for each of the 54 girls. The bursary girls range in age from 11 to 17. Some will be starting 6th grade while several others, who have already completed 8th grade and the first year of a 2-year teachers program, will be certified as elementary school teachers when  they complete the program the coming year.

The retention for the bursary girls is remarkable, especially because these students have had to leave their families to live in government residences while they attend school.  One of the major reasons why these young Mozambican villagers are doing so well in school is that they have been identified as being good students who have completed the top grade in their villages and are also active participants in a PEDRA group – one of the after-school AIDS prevention clubs initiated by Karen Butt of  the Christian School of Mozambique (CCM) for girls who are between 10 and 14 years of age.  The work done with the CCM by Karen and her husband Bill, a communications specialist, is supported by the United Church of Canada (UCC).  UCC is a liberal Christian church that shares many values with Unitarian Universalism, and UUCV is proud to have a small part in helping UCC with the outstanding sustainable development work it has undertaken in Mozambique.

……………………………………………………………………………………………
RED RIBBON CONGREGATIONS

Here is a list of the current UU Red Ribbon congregations which have been recognized by UUGAC as providing leadership in addressing global AIDS issues in each of our three goal areas, education/outreach, direct service and political advocacy. We hope that others will be inspired to follow their example. Feel free to contact them to find out more about what they are doing and how they went about it. We will be posting additional information on our web site, www.uuglobalaids.com. We are also planning an event at GA to showcase their work and give others an opportunity to learn more. 

First Parish Lexington, Lexington, MASS.  
First Parish is a partner and principal supporter of Communities without Borders, a coalition of groups supporting AIDS orphans in two communities around Lusaka, Zambia. They raise funds, put on educational and advocacy events and participate in service trips to Zambia. 

They are our first Red Ribbon Congregation.
Contact: Al Jacobson, aljacobson@comcast.net
Carbondale Unitarian Fellowship, Carbondale, Illinois. 
Carbondale partners with Hospice of S. Illinois to support a program for hospice and orphan care in Kabwe, Zambia. Church members have participated in service trips, they have done extensive fund raising and with the help of a grant from the UU Women’s Federation have built a permanent workshop for women involved in a sewing project. Carbondale also has experience in putting on major community events.

Contact: Carla Feldhammer, Hospice88@aol.com.

Michael Servetus UU Fellowship, Vancouver, Washington Unitarian.
MSUUF does fundraising for their “Piggery Project” in Uganda. This is a project through Global Progress to raise pigs for women with HIV/AIDS. Fund raising includes annual events such as Souper Sunday and Lyles Miles, an annual walk/run. They also put on regular events including showing AIDS movies and sponsoring other local organizations.
Contact: Lyle Smith, dsslbs@aol.com. (Lyle is the founder and coordinator for the Red Ribbon Congregation Program. Thank-you to Lyle and his wife Diana for coming up with the idea and putting it into action!)

First Unitarian Church of Portland, Portland, OR. 
First Unitarian is the founding congregation for UUGAC. We particpate in and host a large number of educational and advocacy events both through our own congregation and through the Portland Area Global AIDS Coalition  with over 100 local groups. WE also support programs in Kenya and Zimbabwe which were founded by church members and provide a wide range of services to women, artists, villagers with HIV/AIDS and an AIDS orphanage.

Contact: Ann Pickar, apickar@cs.com
Unitarian Universalists of Cumberland Valley, Carlisle, PA. 
As explained in the article above, this small congregation provides financial support to keep girls in Mozambique in school by providing bursaries for upper primary and vocational school. Church members have visited Mozambique and they do regular fundraising and associated educational activities.
Contact: Priscilla Laws, lawsp@dickinson.edu.

………………………………………………………………………………………………

DID YOU KNOW? Recent reports 

(knw=www.kaisernetwork.org. They  produce a daily report on what is happening on global HIV/AIDS issues. This is a great place to keep abreast of what is happening and what people are saying about it.)
· According to UNICEF  1 in 4 children in Zimbabwe has lost at least on parent t to AIDS related illnesses, making Zimbabwe the country with the highest proportion of AIDS orphans. (knw, 12/7/07) 

· Married couples account for the largest proportion of new HIV infections in Uganda. From 1996 – 2005 42% of the 130,000 new HIV infections occurred within marriage. Reasons include couples not knowing their HIV status, and reluctance by married couples to use condoms. Mother to child transmission accounted for 21% of new infections.(knw,12/6/06)
· Studies in Kenya and Uganda by the NIH indicate that routine circumcision could reduce the risk to men of HIV infection by 50%. Some say that male circumcision is the real world equivalent of an AIDS vaccine. A study of 1000 men in S Africa found that circumcising the men would prevent about 300 new HIV cases over 20 years, which would have saved $2./4 million which could have been used to provide treatment.(knw,12/14/06, 1/16/07, 2/5/07)
· A recent papal study on HIV prevention and treatment “shows the desire of the Pope to fight HIV/AIDS” and “demonstrates that he is not indifferent to the problem” although it is not clear whether the Vatican will issue a document on  the subject. (knw,12/22/06)
· According to a report by UNAIDS and WHO, “the world’s response to fighting AIDS among vulnerable children remains tragically insufficient” The report says that 2.3 million children  younger than 15 were living with AIDS in 2005 and that 10% of the 780,000 children who need access to antiretroviral drugs have access to them. About one third of HIV positive infants without access to drugs die in  their first year and half of them die by age two. About 9% of HIV positive pregnant women living in low and middle income countries in 2005 received antiretrovirals that could prevent mother to child HIV transmission. (knw,1/17/07)
· A report from the World Social Forum in Nairobi, Kenya addresses the  role of violence in the high rate of infection for women.  “From Africa to Asia activists are reiterating that violence against women remains a  threat to the HIV/AIDS fight, and that without governments addressing the matter, winning the war against the disease will be an uphill task”. “Many women cannot even choose when to have sex or not. Many cannot ask their husbands to use a condom because in addition to being thought of as unfaithful, they fear being beaten.” (zero-tolerance@yahoogroups.com, 1/25/07)

UUGAC ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES


We are now starting our third year of working to develop a national coalition which reaches out to all UU’s and attempts to engage UU’s in addressing the devastation caused by the global AIDS pandemic. As we ponder next steps, we are making three changes which we believe will help us do this more effectively:

1. We will be run by a steering committee rather than a national board. It is not our intention to incorporate as a separate organization or to raise separate funds, and we truly function as a steering committee rather than a board with all that board membership implies. Current board members will become steering committee members.

2. The steering committee will include as ex officio members a representative from the UUA Advocacy Office and a representative from the UU-United nations Office. This has already been happening informally, but making it official will mean that our three organizations will have an ongoing collaboration.

3.   We already meet by conference call with all the challenges that this entails when face to face contact is not an option. But what it does mean is that  there are no travel costs involved in meeting, and that participating need only involve a one hour phone conference. So what we are going to do is have quarterly conference calls to which we will invite contacts from other UU congregations. We will be piloting our first open conference call in March. We hope that this will be an opportunity for congregations to “meet each other”, to share what they are doing and to get updates on current issues from experts. If you want to know more and would like to participate, contact Ann Pickar, apickar@cs.com.
LINKS, RESOURCES AND FURTHER INFORMATION

CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE: www.uuglobalaids.org
HELP US GROW!

      We encourage both individuals and congregations to join our coalition. This is not a membership organization and any individual can sign up to receive the newsletter. There is no charge. We are especially looking for people who will be the contact for their congregation. Besides letting us know that you are out there, we hope that congregational contacts will:

· Distribute the newsletter and brochures and perhaps maintain a local sign up list

· Share news of what is happening in your congregation and community

TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER OR TO BECOME A CONGREGATIONAL CONTACT,

  E-mail apickar@cs.com.  The newsletter comes out three times a year, usually in January, April and September. Contributions and suggestions very much welcome! Congregational contacts receive a packet of information and follow up by a UUGAC board member.


TO JOIN YEEHAW (Youth Empowered to Eliminate HIV/AIDS Worldwide) Contact Erica Lindegren (allaroundgurl@aol.com) or Toniann Read (dtzjread@comcast.net).

TO BECOME A RED RIBBON CONGREGATION

Go to the Red Ribbon Congregation page on our web site, www.uuglobalaids.org, or for more information contact Lyle Smith at llbs@aol.com or contact any of the congregation contacts listed in the above article.
TO USE THE RESOURCES OF THE UUA ADVOCACY OFFICE


The UUA Advocacy Office in Washington DC does a wonderful job of tracking global AIDS issues and developing resources for congregations. You can sign up for advocacy alerts, find help on their web site, or get personal support. For more information contact Adam Gerhardstein @ agerhardstein@uua.org or to sign up for UUA advocacy alerts: http://www.uua.org/uuawo/new/

LINKS TO OTHER GLOBAL AIDS ORGANIZATIONS


DATA and ONE Campaign: www.data.org; www.one.org


Global AIDS Alliance: www.stopglobalaids.org and www.globalaidsalliance.org


Jubilee: www.jubileeusa.org


Kaiser Network Daily Reports: www.kaisernetwork.org


Physicians for Human Rights: www.phrusa.org

Portland Area Global AIDS Coalition: www.pagac.org; contact apickar@cs.com  

RESULTS: www.results.org

UNAIDS: www.unaids.org

WHO WE ARE:  UUGAC STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Chair and newsletter editor: Ann Pickar, First Unitarian, Portland, OR. (apickar@cs.com)

Vice-chair: Madeleine Lefebvre, Juneau UU Fellowship, AK.(toisondor@gci.net)

Secretary and Treasurer: Lyle and Diana Smith, Michael Servetus UU Fellowship, Vancouver, WA. (dsslbs@aol.com)

Youth Representative: Erica Lindegren, UU Fellowship of the Emerald Coast, Valparaiso, FL. (allaroundgurl@aol.com)

Youth Advisor Representative: VACANT. Contact Ann Pickar if you are interested in this position. 
Carla Feldhammer, Carbondale, Illinois Fellowship (hospice88@aol.com) 

Peter Smith, First Parish, Newton, MA. (psmith@igc.org)

UUA Advocacy Office representative: Adam Gerhardstein (agerhardstein@uua.org)

UU-UNO representative: Sumon Vangchuay-Berse (svangchuay@uu-uno.org)
This newsletter is our main communications tool in our effort to reach out to UU’s and encourage them to join our efforts to address global AIDS issues. We ask that everyone receiving it help us by sharing it with their congregation and youth group. This is a simple but effective way to be involved in making a difference, so please help us get out the word!








