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HELP US WORK TO END GLOBAL AIDS!
The UU Global AIDS Coalition was formed in 2003 to engage UU’s in addressing the impact of the global AIDS pandemic. It often appears that since then the world has grown smaller and the problems larger, and as a result it is hard to keep focused on the devastating impact of the global AIDS pandemic. The numbers are still overwhelming. Nearly 3 million still die every year and 5 million are newly infected. The impact is especially severe on women and children. And most of the people who live with HIV/AIDS live far away in countries which struggle with extreme poverty. It is easy to feel it is hopeless and concentrate on what is happening at home and getting out troops out of Iraq.

But we CAN make a difference! Each of us can make a big difference in the life of one person, and in combination members of UU congregations ARE making a huge difference. This newsletter attempts to share the amazing work of UU congregations in the US and Canada and even in Africa. Read about them and get involved! There is much to be done; we need your help!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ALL SOULS, KANSAS CITY IS OUR 7TH RED RIBBON CONGREGATION.
Congratulations to Terry Cushman and her team at All Souls Unitarian Universalist of Kansas City for being recognized as our 7th Red Ribbon Congregation.  They have worked hard to engage their  congregation in a range of diverse activities addressing both local and global domestic issues, culminating in  the World AIDS Day service reported later in this newsletter.
UU GLOBAL AIDS COALITION STRATEGIC PLANNING RETREAT, CARBONDALE, MARCH 8-9.
 The UUGAC steering committee will gather in Carbondale Illinois the weekend of March 8-9 to review our progress since our founding in 2003, to consider whether our mission has changed, and  most importantly to set goals and objectives for the next  3-5 years. If you would like to join us, or if you have input you would like to share, please contact Ann Pickar at apickar@cs.com.
NEW UU-UNO DIRECTOR 
Congratulations to Bruce Knott who has been hired as the new director of the UU United Nations Office.  He worked for many years for the State Department, and has been assigned to countries all over the world including many African countries where he had first hand opportunities to view the devastation caused by the AIDS pandemic. UUGAC looks forward to continuing our close collaboration with the UU-UNO and to learning from Bruce. 

ICUU CONFERENCE FOR EMERGING CONGREGATIONS, KENYA, NAIROBI, FEBRUARY 2008
 As this newsletter is being mailed the  ICUU ( International Council of UU’s) is meeting with representatives of African emerging UU congregations in Nairobi, Kenya. This is an exciting meeting which brings together representatives from Unitarian groups all over Africa. Rev. Brian Kiely, the president of the ICUU, reports that in spite of the violence taking place in Kenya things are peaceful at the conference site and participants arrived with only normal transportation problems. Read Rev Kiely’s blog about the conference at http://uwithoutborders.blogspot.com/, and watch for further UUGAC notices on how UU congregations in the US can work to support their counterparts in Africa. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………..
UU’S MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

This section of the newsletter traditionally spotlights the work of congregations on service projects abroad, often in Africa. There is amazing work going on and  we want to share it with others. But what we do at home is equally important. This edition brings reports from congregations with innovative projects which get others involved locally.

MICHAEL SERVETUS UU FELLOWSHIP, VANCOUVER, WA

This report comes from Lyle Smith. Lyle and his wife Diana are co-founders of our Red Ribbon Congregation program.  

In October the Red Ribbon Team with lots of community support put on the annual "race" called Lyle's Myles.  In the previous 13 years of the event the highest amount of money raised was about $2,600.  this year the event raised over $6,500.  40% went to Global Partners (www.gpfd.org) while 20% went to an AIDS organization in Portland, OR and 20% went to Martha's Pantry in Vancouver (WA).  Martha's Pantry is the only non-governmental organization serving the HIV/AIDS population in the county.  The pantry provides household items and food to folks who are subsisting on the edge of poverty.  In 2008 the Lyle's Myles committee has promised 50% to Martha's Pantry and 50% to Global Partners.  Through Global Partners we sponsor a Pig Project in Jinga, Uganda which helps families with AIDS to improve their nutrition and their economic situation.

 

In November the Red Ribbon team also sponsored a "Soup Sunday" at the church wherein soup and sandwiches are sold to congregants for lunch after services.  Usually about 50 or 60 folks have soup and about $250 was raised for the Pig Project.

 

The Red Ribbon team at MSUUF worked with the Welcoming Congregation Committee and other community organizations (County Health Dept, a  Methodist Church and Martha's Pantry) to put on a World AIDS Day program at our church on November 30.  The program honored those lost to AIDS and those currently infected with HIV.  There was discussion about the current state of support for those living with HIV/AIDS and as a finale, Stone Soup was served and folks were invited to tour the courtyard lit with dozens of luminaries depicting a red ribbon on a white background.  The Luminaries made the front page of the Clark County section of the next day's newspaper.  

 

ALL SOULS KANSAS CITY, MO
From Terry Cushman.

Our World AIDS Day services on Sunday December 2 were amazing.
 Members of the Red Ribbon Committee passed out embroidered ribbons to all who attended. We had several testimonials, all were quite personal and very moving. I spoke for the Red Ribbon committee and introduced our congregation wide project of participating in the World AIDS Coalition’s “Take the Lead” pledge drive. This drive will continue until we have acquired 100 pledges from members, friends and families.

Once a month our congregation presents our offerings from both services to a local non profit organization chosen by our Social Responsibility Board. They had previously approved that the offering for the month of December coinciding with World AIDS Day should go to the Kansas City AIDS Foundation. I introduced Mike Enros President of their board, to accept the special offering. 

The service ended with our minister Jim Eller asking for a few moments of silence  and asked anyone whose life who had been touched by someone who had passed on from AIDS to speak out their names. We were all amazed and quite moved at the number of names  that were called out amidst the silence of the auditorium.
Throughout the service there were breaks with uplifting and very moving musical numbers. 

GRANDMOTHER TO GRANDMOTHER PROJECT IN CANADA

From Snooky Dunton, UUC N. Hartley, Quebec, Canada
The group that I belong to is “Grandmother to Grandmothers”. We are a group of Canadian University Women, but a number of us including our minister Rev Carole Matignacco are UU’s and we meet in the church to make black angels which we sell for $5.00 each. Each is unique and so far we have sent over $5000 to the Stephen Lewis Foundation to combat HIV/AIDS in Africa. There are 135 grandmothers groups in Canada. ( For information go to www.stephenlewisfoundation.org.

CARING FOR UU ORPHANS IN UGANDA

Here is an update on the work of the new UU congregation in Kampala, Uganda from their minister  Mark Kiyimba. 

 They are operating a school for 400 children, mainly AIDS orphans, and their small congregation is attempting to provide the children with clothing, medication and shelter plus teachers salaries. They need help with this huge undertaking. Mark will be attending the ICUU  leadership conference for emerging congregations which is taking place at the same time this newsletter is being mailed. Look for a separate mailing from UUGAC about the work of the Uganda congregation and how we can support them, or contact Mark at rev.mark@minister.com for further information.
ADVOCACY UPDATE
2008 is an important year because US global AIDS legislation is up for reauthorization. PEPFAR, the President’s Emergency Fund for AIDS Relief, is the organization formed in 2003 to disburse the $15 billion authorized to be spent over 5 years by the 2003 President’s Global AIDS Initiative. Many of you have received e-mail alerts either through UUGAC or through Adam Gerhardstein at the UUA Advocacy Office updating you on national legislation and asking you to get involved in ensuring that your local congressional delegation understands  the importance of this legislation. The legislation is already making its way through the legislative process, so NOW is the time to get involved. 

There are two major concerns about the legislation.

First, as we have been  reporting for over a  year, there is a serious flaw in the current law. There is a requirement that one third of US prevention money go to abstinence until marriage programs. This has had serious impact on the way prevention money is spent. This has been well documented by reports from many organizations including the GAO (Federal General Accounting Office). A coalition of advocacy groups including UUGAC and the UUA Advocacy Office has put a great deal of energy into supporting the PATHWAY Act, which would remove the earmark and require the development of strategies to address  the overwhelming impact of HIV/AIDS on women and young girls. Watch for ways that you can support the PATHWAY Act as it is considered by the Senate. 
Fortunately all our work to educate legislators  is paying off and the current version of the PEPFAR renewal  does eliminate the earmark, however there are concerns that legislators will offer amendments to replace it in the final version and we need to be vigilant to ensure this does not happen.
UU’s in states with legislators on the Foreign Relations committee can be especially helpful by alerting them to oppose such amendments. If you don’t already know if this applies in your state, PLEASE contact Adam Gerhardstein at the Advocacy Office, agerhardstein@uua.org , 212-296-4672, x21 and learn how you can get involved. This is an easy way to make a real difference. 

There will be many additional advocacy opportunities as PEPFAR legislation wends its way though the legislative process over the next months.
 In addition there are other more general  issues that activists would like to see addressed. AIDSVote/08 has the following “wish list” platform of global AIDS issues they suggest be brought to the attention of political candidates. 
1. Provide at least $50 billion by 2013 for the fight against HIV/AIDS (including our fair share of the Global Fund) to double the number of people on US-supported treatment.
2. Add one percent of the annual federal budget to expand foreign aid to fight poverty and disease in impoverished countries, including fighting AIDS .

3. Invest new resources to train and hire health workers and strengthen public health systems to achieve minimum health workforce densities of 2.3 doctors and nurses per thousand residents in high-impact countries.

4. Support trade policies that protect and expand the right to affordable generic drugs for important health needs, including humanitarian licensing policies and off-patent use for drugs developed with public support.

 5. Implement comprehensive, integrated and evidence-based prevention policies, universal access to male and female condoms, voluntary male circumcision, HIV vaccinations and prevention equipment and treatment for injection drug users as well as new expanded research on microbicides and vaccines while integrating sexual and reproductive health services with AIDS programs. 

6. Meet the needs of children orphaned and made vulnerable by AIDS through community-based support including permanent homes, food, education, medical care and job training and employment. 

7. Promote the political and economic empowerment of women and girls by securing property and inheritance rights, access to universal education, and freedom from violence.  

8. Drop 100% of the debt of 67 of the most impoverished countries, while removing harmful conditions that delay relief, and reforming policies that limit poor countries' investments in health and education.  

9. Cut tuberculosis deaths and prevalence and malaria-related disease in half through a comprehensive plan to combat TB, malaria and HIV/AIDS as agreed upon by the G8. 

10. Create an independent cabinet-level agency to fight poverty worldwide; ensure that poverty alleviation at home and abroad is as much a priority as defense or diplomacy; prioritize investments to reduce suffering in the most impoverished nations and communities, coordinating efforts between developing countries, local governments, other donors and multilateral institutions. 
 (from  AIDSVote/08 STOP AIDS ten-point platform: www.aidsvote.org/global)

AGAIN, PLEASE contact Adam Gerhardstein at the Advocacy Office, agerhardstein@uua.org , 212-296-4672, x21 and learn how you can get involved. This is an important way to make a real difference.

DID YOU KNOW? RECENT REPORTS FROM KAISER NETWORK AND OTHER SOURCES
KNW = www.kaisernetwork.org
· The New York Times examined issues surrounding the Product Red Campaign which was created by musician and AIDS activist Bono and Bobby Shriver to benefit the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. The campaign has given $59 million to the Global Fund and has helped provide more than 30,000 people with antiretroviral drugs and provided more than 300,000 pregnant HIV positive women with counseling and treatment.(KNW 2/6/08)
· On February 7, national Black HIV/AIDS Awareness day, advocacy groups including the NAACP and the National Urban League called on Congress to repeal a 20 year old ban on funding for needle exchange programs. Injection drug use contributes to one third of new HIV cases in the US, and it accounts for a higher proportion of HIV cases among blacks compared with whites. In 2005 blacks comprised 13% of the US population but accounted for 50% of new HIV cases.(KNW 2/7/08)
· Many people in Guinea Bissau practice a ritual known as tarbessadu which they believe can prevent a woman who has given birth from contracting HIV. Traditional healers use a pig, half a sack of rice,  black corn and five liters of sugar cane brandy in the ritual. The country’s HIV prevalence is about 4% which is much lower than  many African countries, but according to a recent survey one third of people in Guinea-Bissau believe that HIV/AIDS depends on the will of God. (KNW 2/1/08)
· HIV positive women who are breast feeding can reduce the risk of vertical HIV transmission ( passing HIV onto their baby) if they take the antiretroviral drug nevapirine for up to 6 months after giving birth. A recent report says the finding “opens the way” for new strategies to prevent vertical transmission in developing countries where HIV positive women must often breastfeed because of lack of access to formula or clean water. (KNW 2/5/08)
· UNAIDS aims to provide HIV prevention and treatment services to 80% of injection drug users in the Asia-Pacific region during the next two years. Between 3 and 8% of IDU’s in Asia currently have access to HIV treatment and prevention programs, but HIV prevalence among IDU’s in some countries has “skyrocketed” to 90%.  According to a report about half of the estimated 13 million IDU’s worldwide live in Asia- pacific countries and injection drug use has become the main mode of HIV transmission in the region. (KNW 2/1/08)
· Creative uses of antiretroviral drugs may help prevent the transmission of the virus. A recent study in Uganda found that the risk of HIV transmission decreased by 90% among discordant married couples, (that is where one partner is HIV positive and the other is HIV negative) if the HIV positive partner was taking antiretrovirals. Others warn that this finding should not encourage risky sexual behavior and that condom use should be continued. (KNW 2/8/08)
WHAT IS THE UU GLOBAL AIDS COALITION?
What is the UU Global AIDS Coalition and how did we come about?  What later became the UU Global AIDS Coalition was originally founded as a Social Justice Action Group at First Unitarian in Portland, OR., in response to a powerful address given by Stephen Lewis, UN Special Envoy for AIDS in Africa, at the Unitarian General Assembly in 2002. He faulted those of us in the West for sitting by while the devastation of the AIDS pandemic is causing millions of deaths every year. Many of these deaths could be prevented if medical care easily available in western countries was available elsewhere in the world.

Our mission remains to engage UU’s in working to end the devastation caused by AIDS by education, political advocacy and direct service. We now have a national steering committee and contacts in over 160  congregations throughout the U.S., also in Canada, Mexico and Europe, and we are especially delighted to be in contact with UU’s in Kenya and Uganda and to be working with them to support their work in caring for AIDS orphans.  We are a grassroots, all volunteer organization. We have deliberately avoided moving in the direction of paid staff and raising funds on our own behalf because we believe that this is best done by individual congregations .

· We work by partnering with others.  We have worked hard to collaborate with other UUA agencies so that we include their perspective on global AIDS issues and reach the widest possible audience. We are especially proud that we are able to partner with the UUA Advocacy Office and the UU United Nations Office to engage UU’s at all levels in speaking out on the issues and in  participating in global AIDS events. 

· Our goal is to support the work of UU congregations by sharing information and learning from each other.  Our Red Ribbon Congregation program recognizes congregations that are making a substantial effort to address global AIDS issues and can serve as a model for other congregations. Congregations or individuals who are considering getting involved and wondering how to start are encouraged to contact any of the Red Ribbon Congregations listed later in this newsletter. While they are all heavily involved in their own programs, they have a variety of in depth experience in starting and sustaining projects to support communities impacted by HIV/AIDS and are happy to share what they have learned. And we hope other congregations who are already actively engaged will apply to become a Red Ribbon congregation- that would be wonderful!  

· We encourage youth to get involved. Our steering committee is being expanded to include 2  youth representatives and 2  youth advisor representatives. YEEHAW, Youth Empowered to Eliminate HIV/AIDS Worldwide offers a way to engage UU Youth and Young Adults and our Red Ribbon Youth program recognizes their involvement in global AIDS issues., 

· We work to engage UU’s in political advocacy.  We are especially excited by the growing role of the denomination in political advocacy on global AIDS issues, and use our network of local contacts to support the work of the UUA Advocacy Office.  

NEW DIRECTIONS AND DEVELOPMENT OF A STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2008 – 2011
We are expanding our steering committee to include additional youth and adult members, and in recognition that global AIDS includes what is happening here in the US, we are adding a steering committee member to represent domestic AIDS activities and advocacy. 
We will be focusing the work of the steering committee on developing a strategic plan. We are growing both in numbers and in influence. We are reaching more congregations, becoming involved in political advocacy at the national level and in supporting UU congregations in Africa. As a result we  need a more definite strategic plan which will guide us and help focus on the areas where we can be most effective in making a difference.

What is already clear is that our work is effective because of our close collaboration with the UUA Advocacy Office and the UU-United Nations Office, and we will be building on the relations already established to build closer connections both with the UUA organizations and with individual congregations.

It is also clear that we need to work on developing our ability to support the work of congregations who want to get involved in global AIDS work in the broad sense. Almost all the work of UU’s in the field involves support for income generation projects as well as direct support for those impacted by HIV/AIDS. We will be working to develop ways to support congregations contemplating testing the waters by partnering with other organizations or developing their own project. This may include:

· regular newsletter articles on congregations and organizations who can share expertise on how to go about developing partnerships and taking initial steps in global service projects.

· development of a “best practices” manual and dialog about what “right relations” looks like when we develop relationships with impacted communities.

· workshops at UU district annual meetings to take our work to different parts of the country.

FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT UUGAC
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE: www.uuglobalaids.org
FUNDING: We are a totally volunteer organization composed of individuals from UU congregations throughout the United States.  At the national level we do not have a budget and are not a tax exempt organization (501-c-3). Individual congregations do their own fundraising.

HELP US GROW!

      We encourage both individuals and congregations to join our coalition. This is not a membership organization and any individual can sign up to receive the newsletter. There is no charge. We are especially looking for people who will be the contact for their congregation. Besides letting us know that you are out there, we hope that congregational contacts will:

· Distribute the newsletter and brochures and perhaps maintain a local sign up list

· Share news of what is happening in your congregation and community
TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER OR TO BECOME A CONGREGATIONAL CONTACT, e-mail apickar@cs.com.  The newsletter comes out three times a year, usually in January, April and September. Contributions and suggestions very much welcome! 
RED RIBBON  CONGREGATION PROGRAM

The following congregations have been recognized as Red Ribbon Congregations for their continuing  leadership in addressing global AIDS issues. We will be posting additional information on our website. Meantime feel free to contact them direct for information and advice.

All Souls Kansas City, Kansas City, MO. Contact Terry Cushman, tcushman@yahoo.com
Carbondale Unitarian Fellowship, Carbondale  IL.  Contact Carla Feldhammer, hospice88@aol.com
First Parish Lexington, MA.  Contact Al Jacobson, aljacobson@comcast.net
First Unitarian Portland, OR. Contact Ann Pickar, apickar@cs.com
First Unitarian Society in Newton, MA. Contact Peter Smith,psmith@igc.org

Michael Servetus UU Fellowship, Vancouver, WA. Contact Lyle Smith, llbs@aol.com
Unitarian Universalists of Cumberland Valley, PA. Contact Priscilla Laws, lawsp@dickinson.edu

TO BECOME A RED RIBBON CONGREGATION

Go to the Red Ribbon Congregation page on our web site, www.uuglobalaids.org, or for more information contact Lyle Smith at llbs@aol.com or contact any of the congregation contacts listed above.
TO USE THE RESOURCES OF THE UUA ADVOCACY OFFICE


The UUA Advocacy Office in Washington DC does a wonderful job of tracking global AIDS issues and developing resources for congregations. You can sign up for advocacy alerts, find help on their web site, or get personal support. For more information contact Adam Gerhardstein, agerhardstein@uua.org or to sign up for UUA advocacy alerts: http://www.uua.org/uuawo/new/

TO USE THE RESOURCES OF THE UU UNITED NATIONS OFFICE


The UU United Nations Office also does advocacy work and has developed excellent resource packets for use by congregations.  Contact them at www.uu-uno.org, or contact Sumon Vangchuay-Berse (svangchuay@uu-uno.org) or Darcy Roake (darcy.roake@gmail.com)
WHO WE ARE:  UUGAC STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chair and newsletter editor: Ann Pickar, First Unitarian, Portland, OR. (apickar@cs.com)

Vice-chair: Madeleine Lefebvre, Juneau UU Fellowship, AK.(toisondor@gci.net)

Red Ribbon Congregations: Lyle Smith, Michael Servetus UU Fellowship, Vancouver, WA. (dsslbs@aol.com)

Carla Feldhammer, Carbondale, Illinois Fellowship (hospice88@aol.com)
Al Jacobson / Rodney Lowe, First Parish, Lexington, MA.(aljacobson@comcast.net; rodney_lowe@yahoo.com)
Priscilla Laws,  UU Church of Cumberland Valley, PA. (lawsp@dickinson.edu)
Peter Smith, First Parish, Newton, MA. (psmith@igc.org)

Youth Representative: Morse Flores, Religious Freedom Youth Network (flores.morse@gmail.com)
Youth Advisor Representative: Dennis Reynolds, Eugene (OR) Unitarian Church.( dreynold@uoregon.edu) 
UUA Advocacy Office representative: Adam Gerhardstein (agerhardstein@uua.org)

UU-UNO representatives: Sumon Vangchuay-Berse (svangchuay@uu-uno.org) and Darcy Roake (darcy.roake@gmail.com)
This newsletter is our main communications tool in our effort to reach out to UU’s and encourage them to join our efforts to address global AIDS issues. We ask that everyone receiving it help us by sharing it with their congregation and youth group. This is a simple but effective way to be involved in making a difference, so please help us get out the word!








