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WHAT IS THE UU GLOBAL AIDS COALITION?
What later became the UU Global AIDS Coalition was originally founded as a Social Justice Action Group at First Unitarian in Portland, OR., in response to a powerful address given by Stephen Lewis, UN Special Envoy for AIDS in Africa, at the Unitarian General Assembly in 2002. He faulted those of us in the West for sitting by while the devastation of the AIDS pandemic is causing millions of deaths every year. Many of these deaths could be prevented if medical care easily available in western countries was available elsewhere in the world.

Our mission remains to engage UU’s in working to end the devastation caused by AIDS by education, political advocacy and direct service. We now have a national steering committee and contacts in congregations throughout the U.S. and Canada.
· We work by partnering with others.  We have worked hard to collaborate with other UUA agencies so that we include their perspective on global AIDS issues and reach the widest possible audience. We are especially proud that we are able to partner with the UUA Advocacy Office and the UU United Nations Office to engage UU’s at all levels in speaking out on the issues and in  participating in global AIDS events. 
· Our goal is to support the work of UU congregations by sharing information and learning from each other.  Our Red Ribbon Congregation program recognizes congregations that are making a substantial effort to address global AIDS issues and can serve as a model for other congregations. Congregations or individuals who are considering getting involved and wondering how to start are encouraged to contact any of the Red Ribbon Congregations listed later in this newsletter. While they are all heavily involved in their own programs they have a variety of in depth experience in starting and sustaining projects to support communities impacted by HIV/AIDS and are happy to share what they have learned. And we hope other congregations who are already actively engaged will apply to become a Red Ribbon congregation- that would be wonderful!  
· We encourage youth to get involved. Our steering committee includes a youth representative and a youth advisor representative. YEEHAW, Youth Empowered to Eliminate HIV/AIDS Worldwide offers a way to engage UU Youth. 
· We work to engage UU’s in political advocacy.  We are especially excited by the growing role of the denomination in political advocacy on global AIDS issues, and use our network of local contacts to support the work of the UUA Advocacy Office on global AIDS issues.  
UUGAC AT GENERAL ASSEMBLY

 UUGAC will be active at General Assembly next month! We will have a booth with lots of information in the exhibit hall, a workshop on engaging congregations in social justice work and a separate event where active congregations will be sharing their own programs. See you there!

NEXT UUGAC CONFERENCE CALL: MONDAY MAY 21 AT 5:00 PM PACIFIC

Our next national conference call will take place on Monday May 21 at 5:00 PM Pacific Time. PLEASE JOIN US! This is an important way for all UU’s who are interested in global AIDS issues to make contact, share information and contribute to making our coalition a strong voice throughout the denomination.

To get call information please contact Ann Pickar, apickar@cs,.com, 503-246-8629.

The agenda for this call will include plans for General Assembly and a discussion on how UUGAC can best respond to the calls for help from UU’s in Africa described in the following article.
UU'S MAKING A DIFFERENCE  BY POLITICAL ACTION

GET INVOLVED! HELP US GET CONGRESSIONAL 
SUPPORT FOR THE PATHWAY ACT, HR1713 
The Protection Against Transmission of HIV for Women and Youth (PATHWAY) Act remains the highest global HIV/AIDS legislative priority for the UUA Washington Office for Advocacy. It does two main things. It focuses prevention efforts on the risks which particularly affect women and girls, and result in substantially higher rates of infection for women and especially young women and girls aged 15-24. And it removes the earmark which requires 33% of prevention funding to go to abstinence until marriage programs.

On December 1st, World AIDS Day, many UU’s across the nation joined together in worship, remembrance, and action to raise awareness of America’s restrictions on its global prevention funding. In March, Rep. Barbara Lee of California  reintroduced the PATHWAY Act in the 110th congress.  
 We are reaching out to grassroots leaders who can commit to getting 100 postcards signed and addressed and sent back to us in Washington DC so that we can carry them into our legislators offices and let them know that we care about this issue.

If you would like to participate in the postcard campaign, check to see if your representative is a co-sponsor of the PATHWAY Act at http://www.pepfarwatch.org/pathway and then contact Adam Gerhardstein in the Washington Office at agerhardstein@uua.org or (202) 296 4672 ext. 21.
REQUESTS FOR HELP FOR AFRICAN UU’S

We were delighted to learn recently of the existence of a UU congregation in Kampala, Uganda and we are happy to spread the word about their work to help AIDS orphans. Mark Kiyimba, President of the Unitarian Universalist Association of Uganda, sent the following information on what is happening in Uganda and asks for help in providing care for 400 AIDS orphans.


They have about  80 active members,  mainly university students. They are currently trying to provide care for about 400 children who have lost parents to HIV/AIDS by providing clothes, medicine, school fees, food and accommodation.


As of  2002 there were 2.3 million children in Uganda who had lost one or both parents, and that number has been growing. UNICEF estimates that by 2010 perhaps a third of the under 18 population may be orphans. Children affected by HIV/AIDS are emotionally vulnerable, financially desperate, at greater risk of being abused and are exposed to stigmatization and neglect.

When parents die children assume greater responsibility for looking after each other, and many are forced into heading families on the death of elderly grandparents. Many are forced into situations where they live on the streets or engage in prostitution simply to survive. They lose everything  that once offered them comfort, security and hope for the future.


The extended family system is extremely stretched and needs support. Mark hopes that UU’s in the U.S. will come to their aid. It requires $30 per month to sponsor a child in Uganda. They also invite American UU’s to visit them and get to know them.
For more information on helping the congregation in Kampala contact Mark at BMFuganda@mail2world.com. 


Coincidentally we also heard recently from Janice Brunson, a board member of the UU congregation in Phoenix, Arizona. She has recently returned from visiting UU congregations in Nigeria, Burundi and Kenya. She too is concerned to find help for UU congregations who are attempting to care for AIDS orphans, especially the efforts of Kenyan UU’s who are caring for about 600 AIDS orphans with no outside support.


We are sending a separate mailing about her experiences and the tour she is organizing to introduce American UU’s to African congregations. For more information contact her at janicebrunson@yahoo.com.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………..

UU’S MAKING A DIFFERENCE


Usually we use this part of the newsletter to spotlight the work of a UU congregation which is working in a community impacted by HIV/AIDS. This time Lori Schroeter, Executive Director of the Business Women’s Initiative against HIV/AIDS ( BWI), tells about her work.


The facts are shocking. In Sub Saharan Africa women and girls make up almost 60% of the adults living with HIV, and yet they receive less than 20% of the global resources for the prevention, care and treatment of HIV/AIDS.


Determined to address this shocking injustice a group of professional women have banded together to form the Business Women’s Initiative Against HIV/AIDS (BWI), a sub group of UNAIDS’ Global Coalition on Women and AIDS. BWI is co-founded by Dr. Mary Ann Leeper a very successful businesswoman, and Mary Robinson, former President of Ireland, and United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.


BWI links women business leaders to programs that address the harsh realities that women are facing in the developing world by providing opportunities to fund successful and promising programs and by making important one on one connections.


BWI is first concentrating on building programs in Kenya. After a successful trip there in November 2006, a wonderful group of Kenyan professional women has formed and is helping to identify and oversee programs  that hold particular promise for women and girls. The next phase of the program will build on the Kenyan model, creating networks in South Africa.


The programs that hold the most promise specifically address the gender inequity that fuels HIV/AIDS and that get at the underlying issues  that create and sustain the vicious cycle. The right solutions must address the issues that put women at increased risk and must provide women with  the ability to:
1. gain economic power

2. protect themselves against gender-based violence
3. gain access to HIV/AIDS education, prevention, care and treatment and 
4. have recourse to legal structures and laws that support their basic humanity.


Please contact Lori Schroeter, Executive Director of BWI, if you would like fact sheet on Women and HIV/AIDS, or would like to arrange a speaker for your (east coast) group. Learn more about how you can get involved in the global fight against HIV/AIDS for women and girls by contacting Lori at lschroeter@bwihivaids.org or at 516-586-4905. 

CHILDREN AND AIDS:
 “UNITE FOR CHILDREN. UNITE AGAINST AIDS”
In the last 4 years it has become increasingly obvious that in many parts of the world it is  women and especially children who are the hardest hit by AIDS.  60% of those in Africa infected with HIV are women; and in several African countries young women and girls aged 15-24 are infected at 4 – 10 times the rate for young men in the same age group. 
When UUGAC was founded in 2003 it was the overall numbers that seemed so overwhelming: 3 million dying every year from a disease that could be treated if the level of care available in the United States was available in other parts of the world. Now a recently published report, “Unite for Children,. Unite Against AIDS” documents the impact on children. As the report, published in collaboration by UNICEF, the World Health Organization and UNAIDS says, “ AIDS is redefining the very meaning of childhood for millions….the world must act now, urgently and decisively, to ensure that the next generation of children is AIDS free.”
As of 2005 2.3 million children were infected with HIV and 15.2 million had lost one or both parents to AIDS.  It is time to focus attention on putting children first, to consider what it means to have so many child headed households and to make sure that HIV infected mothers are given treatment to prevent transmission of the virus to their children. Right now:
* Only 1 in 10 pregnant women with HIV receives cheap, easily obtainable treatment with generic drugs to prevent transmission of HIV to their baby.
* Only 1 in 10 children who need treatment with life-saving anti retroviral drugs receive them
 

* 1 in 3 children born with HIV die before their first birthday, and 1 in 2 die before they reach the age of 2.

* Fewer than 1 in 3 young people in Sub Saharan Africa know enough about HIV to protect themselves against the virus.

This report sets 4 goals, the “4 P’s”, as critical to a child focused response to the pandemic:
1. Prevent mother to child transmission of HIV: by 2010 offer appropriate services to 80% of women in need.

2. Provide pediatric treatment: by 2010 provide treatment to 80% of children in need.

3. Prevent infection amongst adolescents and young people: by 2010 reduce the percentage of young people living with HIV by 25% globally.

4. Protect and support children affected by HIV/AIDS: by 2010 reach 80% of children and mothers in need.

The UU Global AIDS coalition is committed to engaging UU congregations in helping reach these goals by education and outreach, by political advocacy and by direct service. Join us in speaking out and making a difference!

RED RIBBON CONGREGATIONS

Here is a list of the current UU Red Ribbon congregations which have been recognized by UUGAC as providing leadership in addressing global AIDS issues in each of our three goal areas, education/outreach, direct service and political advocacy. We hope that others will be inspired to follow their example. Feel free to contact them to find out more about what they are doing and how they went about it. We will be posting additional information on our web site, www.uuglobalaids.com. We are also planning an event at GA to showcase their work and give others an opportunity to learn more. 

First Parish Lexington, Lexington, MASS.  
First Parish is a partner and principal supporter of Communities without Borders, a coalition of groups supporting AIDS orphans in two communities around Lusaka, Zambia. They raise funds, put on educational and advocacy events and participate in service trips to Zambia. 

They are our first Red Ribbon Congregation.
Contact: Al Jacobson, aljacobson@comcast.net
Carbondale Unitarian Fellowship, Carbondale, Illinois. 
Carbondale partners with Hospice of S. Illinois to support a program for hospice and orphan care in Kabwe, Zambia. Church members have participated in service trips, they have done extensive fund raising and with the help of a grant from the UU Women’s Federation have built a permanent workshop for women involved in a sewing project. Carbondale also has experience in putting on major community events.

Contact: Carla Feldhammer, Hospice88@aol.com.

Michael Servetus UU Fellowship, Vancouver, Washington Unitarian.
MSUUF does fundraising for their “Piggery Project” in Uganda. This is a project through Global Progress to raise pigs for women with HIV/AIDS. Fund raising includes annual events such as Souper Sunday and Lyles Miles, an annual walk/run. They also put on regular events including showing AIDS movies and sponsoring other local organizations.
Contact: Lyle Smith, dsslbs@aol.com. (Lyle is the founder and coordinator for the Red Ribbon Congregation Program. Thank-you to Lyle and his wife Diana for coming up with the idea and putting it into action!)

First Unitarian Church of Portland, Portland, OR. 
First Unitarian is the founding congregation for UUGAC. We particpate in and host a large number of educational and advocacy events both through our own congregation and through the Portland Area Global AIDS Coalition, which has over 100 participating groups. We also support 3 programs founded and run by church members: Zimbabwe Artists Project in Zimbabwe, and  the Imani Project and the Happy Children’s Centre in Kenya.
Contact: Ann Pickar, apickar@cs.com
Unitarian Universalists of Cumberland Valley, Carlisle, PA. 
This small congregation provides financial support to keep girls in Mozambique in school by providing bursaries for upper primary and vocational school. Church members have visited Mozambique and they do regular fundraising and associated educational activities.
Contact: Priscilla Laws, lawsp@dickinson.edu.

………………………………………………………………………………………………

DID YOU KNOW? Recent reports from Kaiser Network
www.kaisernetwork.org has a daily report on what is happening on global HIV/AIDS issues. This is a great place to keep abreast of what is happening in the global AIDS pandemic and what people are saying about it.
· According to the report “Partners in Impact-Results Report 2007” the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria has saved to date 1.5 million lives ( that is 3000 per day) and prevented 1.5 million cases of AIDS and TB. ( 5/7/07)
· Governments and international donors need to address violence against women. Many women have become HIV positive w as a result of rape. In addition in some countries faithfully married women are at most risk of infection and the ABC HIV prevention model fails women by failing to recognize this risk. (5/7/07)

· Maxine Waters (D-CA) introduced HB 1943 that would require federal prisons to provide inmates with HIV tests at the beginning and end of  their incarceration. (4/24/07)
· Hunger and malnutrition among HIV positive people are decreasing the effectiveness of ARV drugs according to a Wall Street Journal report and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation are funding programs to increase agricultural production in Africa. ( 3/28/07)
· HIV prevalence has decreased in Cambodia and prevalence among commercial sex workers has decreased from 40% in 1997 to 20% today. A main component of the plan which led to the decrease is the 100% condom use program which encourages condom use among sex workers.( 3/27/07)
· Newly diagnosed HIV/AIDS cases in the U.S. are disproportionately high among blacks. Black men and women accounted for more than 50% of newly diagnosed HIV/AIDS cases in the U.S. from 2001-2005 according to a report from the CDC.(3/9/07)
· About half of  new HIV cases occur when  the person transmitting the virus is in  the early stages of infection and unlikely to know that he/she is HIV-positive. (3/7/07)
· The spread of extremely drug resistant tuberculosis is one of  the acute threats to combating HIV/AIDS in Africa. (3/16/07)
FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT UUGAC
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE: www.uuglobalaids.org
FUNDING: We are a coalition which means that we are a totally volunteer organization. At the national level we do not have a budget and are not a tax exempt organization (501-c-3). Individual congregations do their own fundraising.
HELP US GROW!

      We encourage both individuals and congregations to join our coalition. This is not a membership organization and any individual can sign up to receive the newsletter. There is no charge. We are especially looking for people who will be the contact for their congregation. Besides letting us know that you are out there, we hope that congregational contacts will:

· Distribute the newsletter and brochures and perhaps maintain a local sign up list

· Share news of what is happening in your congregation and community

TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER OR TO BECOME A CONGREGATIONAL CONTACT, e-mail apickar@cs.com.  The newsletter comes out three times a year, usually in January, April and September. Contributions and suggestions very much welcome! Congregational contacts receive a packet of information and follow up by a UUGAC board member.


TO BECOME A RED RIBBON CONGREGATION

Go to the Red Ribbon Congregation page on our web site, www.uuglobalaids.org, or for more information contact Lyle Smith at llbs@aol.com or contact any of the congregation contacts listed in the above article.
TO USE THE RESOURCES OF THE UUA ADVOCACY OFFICE


The UUA Advocacy Office in Washington DC does a wonderful job of tracking global AIDS issues and developing resources for congregations. You can sign up for advocacy alerts, find help on their web site, or get personal support. For more information contact Adam Gerhardstein, agerhardstein@uua.org or to sign up for UUA advocacy alerts: http://www.uua.org/uuawo/new/

TO USE THE RESOURCES OF THE UU UNITED NATIONS OFFICE


The UU United Nations Office also does advocacy work and has developed excellent resource packets for use by congregations.  Contact them at www.uu-uno.org, or contact Sumon   Vangchuay-Berse (svangchuay@uu-uno.org)
LINKS TO OTHER GLOBAL AIDS ORGANIZATIONS


DATA and ONE Campaign: www.data.org; www.one.org


Global AIDS Alliance: www.stopglobalaids.org and www.globalaidsalliance.org


Physicians for Human Rights: www.phrusa.org

UNAIDS: www.unaids.org

WHO WE ARE:  UUGAC STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Chair and newsletter editor: Ann Pickar, First Unitarian, Portland, OR. (apickar@cs.com)

Vice-chair: Madeleine Lefebvre, Juneau UU Fellowship, AK.(toisondor@gci.net)

Secretary and Treasurer: Lyle and Diana Smith, Michael Servetus UU Fellowship, Vancouver, WA. (dsslbs@aol.com)

Youth Representative: Erica Lindegren, UU Fellowship of the Emerald Coast, Valparaiso, FL. (allaroundgurl@aol.com)

Youth Advisor Representative: VACANT. Contact Ann Pickar if you are interested in this position. 
Carla Feldhammer, Carbondale, Illinois Fellowship (hospice88@aol.com) 

Peter Smith, First Parish, Newton, MA. (psmith@igc.org)

UUA Advocacy Office representative: Adam Gerhardstein (agerhardstein@uua.org)

UU-UNO representative: Sumon Vangchuay-Berse (svangchuay@uu-uno.org)
This newsletter is our main communications tool in our effort to reach out to UU’s and encourage them to join our efforts to address global AIDS issues. We ask that everyone receiving it help us by sharing it with their congregation and youth group. This is a simple but effective way to be involved in making a difference, so please help us get out the word!








