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UU’S ARE WORKING TO END GLOBAL AIDS!
The mission of the UU Global AIDS Coalition  is to engage UU’s in addressing the impact of the global AIDS pandemic by education and outreach, political advocacy and direct service. Summer 2007 has seen us working hard in all three areas.
In June we were visible and active at General Assembly at Portland, with a colorful booth in the Exhibit Hall and formal and informal gatherings where representatives from congregations and organizations could meet, network and learn more about how UU’s can become engaged in global AIDS work. We also worked to get an Action of Immediate Witness onto the floor, and almost unanimous passage documented UUA support for comprehensive sexuality education through the PATHWAY Act as well as the REAL Act. A huge thank you to all the volunteers from Portland and other areas who helped staff the booth and collect signatures.
Most important, UU’s from around the country have visited impacted countries including Zimbabwe, Kenya, Uganda, Mozambique  and Zambia, and developed one to one relationships with those battling HIV/AIDS. Some are still there, and some will be traveling later in the year. We are especially delighted to have established contact with UU congregations in Kenya and Uganda, and to be exploring ways to support their work with AIDS orphans. There is much to be done; we need your help!  
ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEWTON, MA IS OUR NEWEST RED RIBBON CONGREGATION.
Congratulations to the members of the First Unitarian Society in Newton, Massachusetts on being recognized as our 6th Red Ribbon Congregation! Since 2001 they, along with our first red ribbon congregation, First Parish Lexington, have participated in the Communities Without Borders program which supports the education of AIDS orphans near Lusaka in Zambia. Each year they raise considerable sums and send delegations of adults and youth  to work on service projects in Zambia. Contact Peter Smith (psmith@igc.org) for additional information on what they do and how others can become involved.
OUR NEXT NATIONAL CONFERENCE CALL IS SUNDAY NOVEMBER 18: ALL ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE

You are invited to join our next national conference call on the evening of Sunday November 18 at 5.00 pacific time. (Callers from other areas please be sure to adjust the time appropriately; this is our best effort at finding a time  that works for everyone.) We will have a topical speaker and question time plus short introductions from participants. This is a great opportunity to make contact with other UU’s around the country. Please put it on your calendar now and watch for additional information nearer the time.

THE “EVERY CHILD IS OUR CHILD” PROGRAM OF THE UU-UNO:  INVITATION TO RECEPTION
From Sumon Vangchuay-Berse, acting executive director, UU-United Nations Office.
All UUGAC members are invited to attend a reception at the UU-UNO office on September 7, to honor the partnership between the UU-UNO Every Child is Our Child Program and the Queen Mothers Association of Manya Krobo in Eastern Ghana. They have welcomed us to their community and collaborated with us to help 160 girls and boys attend school. These young people have all been affected by HIV/AIDS. As a result of this partnership, they are now placed with families, attending school and receiving health insurance. Mr. Obeng Gyan-Busia, Consil General, Ghana Consulate-New York, will be our special guest and receive the gratitude award on behalf of the Queen Mothers Association and the people of Manya Krobo of Eastern Ghana. The reception program will also include special thanks and awards presented to the two founders of this program, Rev. Fran Mercer and Genia Peterson-Kornhaber. Ghanaian music and our ECOC documentary will be played. (For more information contact Sumon at svangchuay@uu-uno.org)

…………………………………………………………………………………………..
WORLD AIDS DAY IS DECEMBER 1ST, 2007: EVERYONE CAN GET INVOLVED!

Each year on December 1st  people throughout the world stop to recognize the ongoing devastation caused by the AIDS pandemic and to resolve to get involved in some way in bringing an end to AIDS.  For this one day in the year we are all encouraged to interrupt our ongoing preoccupation with war and other tragedies and remember the nearly 40 million people living with this deadly disease, including 2.3 million children.  In 2006 alone about 4.3 million people became newly infected with the virus and nearly 3 million died. (UNAIDS; www.unaids.org)  
While the statistics on HIV/AIDS can be daunting there is hope.  According to UNAIDS, through the expanded provision of antiretroviral treatment, an estimated two million life years were gained since 2002 in low and middle income countries. We CAN make a difference, especially if enough of us get involved.

UUGAC has again teamed up with the UUA Advocacy Office and  the UU United Nations Office in hopes  that UU’s throughout the country will include recognition of World AIDS Day in worship or other events, sponsor educational or advocacy activities, and best of all get involved in direct service in the local community or to benefit impacted countries.

The UU-UNO will again be launching a comprehensive World AIDS Day resource packet for use by individuals and UU congregations. It will be available for downloading in mid September  at the UU-UNO web site ,www.uu-uno.org, and will provide important up to date statistics, first person accounts of the devastation caused by HIV/AIDS, materials for religious education programs as well as inspiring music and uplifting readings.

In keeping with the  2007 World AIDS Day theme of “Stop AIDS; Keep the Promise—Leadership” a second packet will be released early in October specifically tailored to the theme of leadership and will have ideas on how you as an individual or as a congregation can take action to fight HIV/AIDS. 

Meanwhile the UUA Advocacy Office will be working with UUA national leadership to ensure that our voice is heard nationally on the need to remove the abstinence until marriage earmark and other restrictions imposed by the religious right on the use of U.S. funds through PEPFAR and other programs.
Not everyone needs to follow the example of our Red Ribbon congregations and plan major programs, but everyone CAN take time to at least take baby steps. We will be contacting those of you who have generously agreed to be a contact for your congregation to find out what you are doing and how we can provide additional support. Together we can make an amazing difference!

For more information contact Darcy Roake, senior intern at the UU-UNO, darcy.roake@gmail.com , or Adam Gerhardstein, legislative assistant for international issues at  the UUA Advocacy Office , AGerhardstein@uua.org
FIRST STEPS IN DIRECT SERVICE PROJECTS.
At GA we heard  from congregations contemplating direct involvement in service projects but unsure how to begin to take on such a daunting undertaking. In response,  each issue of the newsletter will now include an article on ways to partner with established projects. The article below tells about the work of the Foundation for Hospices in Sub-Saharan Africa which helps U.S. organizations partner with similar projects in Sub-Saharan Africa. Carla Feldhammer , UUGAC steering committee member and leader of the very successful Carbondale UU Fellowship program, has worked with FHSSA to set up Carbondale’s  program in Zambia, which has been the subject of  articles in earlier newsletters.
FHSSA PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM
By Jennifer Lymon of the Foundation for Hospices in Sub Saharan Africa
Each day over 6,500 people in sub-Saharan Africa die of HIV/AIDS.  This number does not even include those who die from malaria, cancer and other causes.  Funerals have become a common social gathering.  Almost every person living on the continent has been impacted by HIV/AIDS and/or another terminal illness.  And although the community networks throughout African villages are strong, they are only able to do so much in light of the extreme poverty that most people face.  Most people will not die without family or support, but they will die in pain and in fear of what will happen to their families once they pass.  

The Foundation for Hospices in Sub-Saharan Africa (FHSSA) has a unique mission aiming to provide quality care to all those who are dying, so that no one leaves the world in pain, isolation or fear.  While there are many organizations and other efforts focused on various elements of poverty reduction, vaccine development, disease prevention, few programs focus on the needs of the dying and their families.  

Palliative care in the African setting takes on a different meaning because of the poverty that exists.  Illness tends to have more pervasive ramifications than what most are accustomed to in the United States.  Often, because most people live on less than two dollars per day, they do not skip work until they are so sick they are not able to perform their jobs.  For most conditions, to wait until there are debilitating effects means that the illness is so progressed that it is beyond treatment.  The person is left with few options regarding their health and the reality that they will not be able to return to work.  The family is then dealing with the psychological distress of a sick loved one, but also without the income that they were contributing.  Often a younger family member will have to abandon their education in order to contribute to the family income.  Unfortunately because diseases such as HIV/AIDS and malaria most often are contracted by healthy individuals between the ages of 18 and 39, there is a direct effect on the workforce.  In addition these individuals often are the parents of children who become orphaned or vulnerable.  Grandparents often become caregivers for several of their children’s children, causing additional strain on their financial situation.  When one stops to consider a holistic view of the effects of a terminal illness, particularly HIV/AIDS on families, it is easy to understand why hospice and palliative care programs address income-generation, orphan identification, multiple loss bereavement and other components that U.S. programs may not have to.  

The FHSSA Partnership Program matches U.S. organizations with similar projects or programs in sub-Saharan Africa.  The partnerships are intended to help foster educational exchanges, generate resources, and create long-lasting friendships that will be sustainable.  The exact parameters of partnership are not designed, so that organizations can find ways to have the partnership work for them. 

Getting started is as simple as contacting FHSSA.  Following an application process, you will be contacted and informed of your partnership match.  To find out more contact info@fhssa.org 

ADVOCACY UPDATE: A Word from the Washington Office
By Adam Gerhardstein, Legislative Assistant for International Issues at the UUA Advocacy Office 
This summer witnessed an unprecedented amount of HIV/AIDS advocacy by the UUA Washington Office and UU's across the country – and it is working!!!  Over 2000 postcards in support of the PATHWAY Act (HR 1713) were distributed to key leaders in congregations and so far over 1000 have come back into our office.  The postcards, supporting a repeal of the 1/3rd abstinence-until-marriage earmark on HIV prevention funding, have been delivered during three coalition lobby days throughout the summer.

Since the beginning of the summer the number of co-sponsors of the PATHWAY Act has increased from 42 to 92 – and it is still rising!  This is a huge step forward – we already have more co-sponsors than we did through the end of the 2006 legislative season.  Additionally, the House just passed a foreign operations appropriations bill that includes a waiver for the president so he is not required to meet the 1/3rd earmark in doling out the monies during 2007-2008 – now whether he uses that waiver is another story.

On the Senate side, Senators Feinstein and Snowe introduced the HIV Prevention Act of 2007 and it quickly gained 14 co-sponsors.  While this bill does not deal with the specific vulnerabilities of women and youth, it would erase the abstinence earmark.

The Washington Office has been overwhelmingly blessed to have so many UU activists to work with on this campaign. Thanks to you all and the UU Global AIDS Coalition leadership, we are making a difference on Capital Hill and in this world!

DID YOU KNOW? RECENT REPORTS FROM KAISER NETWORK AND OTHER SOURCES
KNW = www.kaisernetwork.org; Zero-Tolerance (zero-tolerance@yahoogroups.com) is a project of the Global AIDS Alliance. For more information contact lschechtman@globalaidsalliance.org 
· The Global HIV Prevention Working Group warns that prevention efforts are not keeping up with the gains being made in treating people infected with HIV. For every person who began anti-retroviral therapy in 2006, six people were newly infected. ( www.psi.org)

· In a study by the Institute for the Study of Health at the University of Cincinnati of local  HIV positive people, 24% said they felt alienated in their religious community, 60% said they did not feel welcome and 10% reported leaving their church because of their HIV positive status. A principal researcher said that "HIV is interesting because there are mostly benefits (resulting from) spirituality and religion…On the other hand .. religion can make things worse, with the stigma of HIV and patients believing that HIV is a punishment from God, or that they don’t have to take their medications and God will heal them.” (KNW, 8/17/07)

· Three recent reports by the  IMF’s Independent Evaluation Office suggest that IMF policies restrict the ability of low income countries to scale up public spending to hire the numbers of doctors, nurses and teachers projected necessary to meet their development goals. One quote has alarmed aid advocates: “significant percentages of foreign aid to these countries (1999-2005) were not programmed to be spent because of IMF policy on currency reserve levels and inflation rates.  About 37% of annual aid increases to these countries was diverted into building currency reserve levels and only about $3 of every $10 in annual aid increases was programmed to be spent.” As the report goes on to say” having so much of the new aid increases not being spent was certainly not the intention of the donors, or citizens in donor countries.” ( Zero-Tolerance, 7/26/07)
· PEPFAR (The President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief) will begin providing money for male circumcision programs in some African countries in an effort to reduce the spread of HIV. The procedure significantly reduces a man’s risk of HIV infection and it is expected that this is  “Going to be one of the major interventions in the international arsenal”) (KNW, 8/20/07)
· According to a report from Zero Tolerance, “Not enough is being done to raise awareness of post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) as a means of preventing HIV infection after sexual assault. ( Zero Tolerance, 8/16/07)

· There is continuing debate about the benefits of providing infant formula to HIV positive mothers in an attempt to prevent infecting their babies. According to a study at the University of KwaZulu Natal, infants who received milk and solid food were 11 times more likely to become HIV positive than infants who were exclusively breast fed. (KNW, 7/24/07)
WHAT IS THE UU GLOBAL AIDS COALITION?
What is the UU Global AIDS Coalition and how did we come about?  What later became the UU Global AIDS Coalition was originally founded as a Social Justice Action Group at First Unitarian in Portland, OR., in response to a powerful address given by Stephen Lewis, UN Special Envoy for AIDS in Africa, at the Unitarian General Assembly in 2002. He faulted those of us in the West for sitting by while the devastation of the AIDS pandemic is causing millions of deaths every year. Many of these deaths could be prevented if medical care easily available in western countries was available elsewhere in the world.

Our mission remains to engage UU’s in working to end the devastation caused by AIDS by education, political advocacy and direct service. We now have a national steering committee and contacts in over 160  congregations throughout the U.S., also in Canada, Mexico and Europe, and we are especially delighted to be in contact with UU’s in Kenya and Uganda and to be working with them to support their work in caring for AIDS orphans.  We are a grassroots, all volunteer organization. We have deliberately avoided moving in the direction of paid staff and raising funds on our own behalf because we believe that this is best done by individual congregations .

· We work by partnering with others.  We have worked hard to collaborate with other UUA agencies so that we include their perspective on global AIDS issues and reach the widest possible audience. We are especially proud that we are able to partner with the UUA Advocacy Office and the UU United Nations Office to engage UU’s at all levels in speaking out on the issues and in  participating in global AIDS events. 

· Our goal is to support the work of UU congregations by sharing information and learning from each other.  Our Red Ribbon Congregation program recognizes congregations that are making a substantial effort to address global AIDS issues and can serve as a model for other congregations. Congregations or individuals who are considering getting involved and wondering how to start are encouraged to contact any of the Red Ribbon Congregations listed later in this newsletter. While they are all heavily involved in their own programs, they have a variety of in depth experience in starting and sustaining projects to support communities impacted by HIV/AIDS and are happy to share what they have learned. And we hope other congregations who are already actively engaged will apply to become a Red Ribbon congregation- that would be wonderful!  

· We encourage youth to get involved. Our steering committee is being expanded to include 2  youth representatives and 2  youth advisor representatives. YEEHAW, Youth Empowered to Eliminate HIV/AIDS Worldwide offers a way to engage UU Youth and Young Adults and our Red Ribbon Youth program recognizes their involvement in global AIDS issues., 

· We work to engage UU’s in political advocacy.  We are especially excited by the growing role of the denomination in political advocacy on global AIDS issues, and use our network of local contacts to support the work of the UUA Advocacy Office.  

NEW DIRECTIONS AND DEVELOPMENT OF A STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2008 – 2011
We are expanding our steering committee to include additional youth and adult members, and in recognition that global AIDS includes what is happening here in the US, we are adding a steering committee member to represent domestic AIDS activities and advocacy. 
We will be focusing the work of the steering committee for the next few months on developing a strategic plan. We are growing both in numbers and in influence. We are reaching more congregations, becoming involved in political advocacy at the national level and in supporting UU congregations in Africa. As a result we  need a more definite strategic plan which will guide us and help focus on the areas where we can be most effective in making a difference.

What is already clear is that our work is effective because of our close collaboration with the UUA Advocacy Office and the UU-United Nations Office, and we will be building on the relations already established to build closer connections both with the UUA organizations and with individual congregations.

It is also clear that we need to work on developing our ability to support the work of congregations who want to get involved in global AIDS work in the broad sense. Almost all the work of UU’s in the field involves support for income generation projects as well as direct support for those impacted by HIV/AIDS. We will be working to develop ways to support congregations contemplating testing the waters by partnering with other organizations or developing their own project. This may include:

· regular newsletter articles on congregations and organizations who can share expertise on how to go about developing partnerships and taking initial steps in global service projects.

· development of a “best practices” manual and dialog about what “right relations” looks like when we develop relationships with impacted communities.

· workshops at UU district annual meetings to take our work to different parts of the country.

FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT UUGAC
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE: www.uuglobalaids.org
FUNDING: We are a totally volunteer organization composed of individuals from UU congregations throughout the United States.  At the national level we do not have a budget and are not a tax exempt organization (501-c-3). Individual congregations do their own fundraising.

HELP US GROW!

      We encourage both individuals and congregations to join our coalition. This is not a membership organization and any individual can sign up to receive the newsletter. There is no charge. We are especially looking for people who will be the contact for their congregation. Besides letting us know that you are out there, we hope that congregational contacts will:

· Distribute the newsletter and brochures and perhaps maintain a local sign up list

· Share news of what is happening in your congregation and community
TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER OR TO BECOME A CONGREGATIONAL CONTACT, e-mail apickar@cs.com.  The newsletter comes out three times a year, usually in January, April and September. Contributions and suggestions very much welcome! 
RED RIBBON  CONGREGATION PROGRAM

The following congregations have been recognized as Red Ribbon Congregations for their continuing  leadership in addressing global AIDS issues. We will be posting additional information on our website. Meantime feel free to contact them direct for information and advice.

Carbondale Unitarian Fellowship, Carbondale  IL.  Contact Carla Feldhammer, hospice88@aol.com
First Parish Lexington, MA.  Contact Al Jacobson, aljacobson@comcast.net
First Unitarian Portland, OR. Contact Ann Pickar, apickar@cs.com
First Unitarian Society in Newton, MA. Contact Peter Smith,psmith@igc.org

Michael Servetus UU Fellowship, Vancouver, WA. Contact Lyle Smith, llbs@aol.com
Unitarian Universalists of Cumberland Valley, PA. Contact Priscilla Laws, lawsp@dickinson.edu

TO BECOME A RED RIBBON CONGREGATION

Go to the Red Ribbon Congregation page on our web site, www.uuglobalaids.org, or for more information contact Lyle Smith at llbs@aol.com or contact any of the congregation contacts listed above.
TO USE THE RESOURCES OF THE UUA ADVOCACY OFFICE


The UUA Advocacy Office in Washington DC does a wonderful job of tracking global AIDS issues and developing resources for congregations. You can sign up for advocacy alerts, find help on their web site, or get personal support. For more information contact Adam Gerhardstein, agerhardstein@uua.org or to sign up for UUA advocacy alerts: http://www.uua.org/uuawo/new/

TO USE THE RESOURCES OF THE UU UNITED NATIONS OFFICE


The UU United Nations Office also does advocacy work and has developed excellent resource packets for use by congregations.  Contact them at www.uu-uno.org, or contact Sumon Vangchuay-Berse (svangchuay@uu-uno.org) or Darcy Roake (darcy.roake@gmail.com)
WHO WE ARE:  UUGAC STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Note: we are in process of expanding our steering committee. Contact Ann Pickar if you are interested in applying.
Chair and newsletter editor: Ann Pickar, First Unitarian, Portland, OR. (apickar@cs.com)

Vice-chair: Madeleine Lefebvre, Juneau UU Fellowship, AK.(toisondor@gci.net)

Secretary and Treasurer: Lyle and Diana Smith, Michael Servetus UU Fellowship, Vancouver, WA. (dsslbs@aol.com)

Carla Feldhammer, Carbondale, Illinois Fellowship (hospice88@aol.com) 

Peter Smith, First Parish, Newton, MA. (psmith@igc.org)

Youth Representative: Morse Flores, Religious Freedom Youth Network (flores.morse@gmail.com)
Youth Advisor Representative: vacant 
UUA Advocacy Office representative: Adam Gerhardstein (agerhardstein@uua.org)

UU-UNO representatives: Sumon Vangchuay-Berse (svangchuay@uu-uno.org) and Darcy Roake (darcy.roake@gmail.com)
This newsletter is our main communications tool in our effort to reach out to UU’s and encourage them to join our efforts to address global AIDS issues. We ask that everyone receiving it help us by sharing it with their congregation and youth group. This is a simple but effective way to be involved in making a difference, so please help us get out the word!








